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brow. What had he meant? Surely not the 
loot from the armor-car job. Leeds might 
let his man get away with his moll, but 
certainly not with the swag too. 

Hansen turned away presently and 
examined the apartment. He did not find 
the moll, Dinky Peterson. Instead, he 
found a kid, a kid whose head barely 
reached to the thick part of his thigh. 
He was standing behind an overstuffed 
chair in another corner of the room, and 
he wore an old faded sweater, out at 
elbows, and an ancient cap, part of whose 
peak was broken and ripped away. 

Lefty Hansen stared, pocketing his 
gun, leaning against the wall for sup- 
port. The wound in his thigh was bleed- 
ing freely, saturating his clothing. A 
slow grin spread over his bloody face. 

The kid did not appear afraid, He came 
out from behind the chair and stood look- 
ing down at the body of Turk Conahan. 
Little pools of blood were gathering on 
the floor from the gunman’s wound. The 
kid stared at it as though the corpse were 
a big, new kind of fish behind glass at 
the Battery. 
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“Who—who are you?” asked Hansen, 
leaning over solicitously. 

“Hell,” said the kid, his voice coming 
from the corner of his mouth, “old man 
Turk ain’t gonna beat the hell outta me 
any more.” 

Hansen stared. The kid was stony- 
faced, and his voice rasped harshly. Han- 
sen had never seen such a tough face, 
not even on the most hardened of gutter 
rats. A crazy notion rocketed in his brain. 

“Say, are you—” began Hansen, his 
hand grasping the kid’s shoulder and 
spinning him around. “Are you—”’ He 
jerked his thumb at the corpse on the 
floor. “Was he your old man?” 

The kid looked at him. His gaze was 
unblinking. “Sure,” he said. Then: “What 
the hell of it?” 

Hansen gulped, turned his face away. 
The kid was game all right; putting on 
a good act. A couple of minutes and he 
would break down, start to sob. Hansen 
felt pretty low. He knew that no matter 
how rotten Turk Conahan had been, to 
this kid he was probably a hero. 

The kid’s next words took the wind out 
of Hansen’s middle. “Old man Turk was 
a sucker. He shoulda got you, copper. 
When I grow up, I’m gonna learn to work 
a rod and cool coppers.” 

His small lip twisted into a hard sneer. 
He stood his ground, and his face was 
stony. 

Hansen shook his head, staring. He 
had never run across such a tough young- 
ster. He sighed. The kid sure must have 
gone through the mill to be as tough as 
that. 

“What’s your name, kid?” asked Han- 
sen. 

“Ricky Conahan.” The kid screwed up 
his face and stared coldly at Hansen. 
“You know, copper, you ain’t in such a 
healthy spot. Old man Turk was Fargo 
Leeds’ best rodman. For rubbing him out, 
I think you’re gonna get a—you know 
what.” 

Hansen frowned. “No, I don’t. What 
am I gonna get?” 

“This guy Leeds is tougher even than 
old man Turk. When he wants to get rid 
of a copper, he puts him in a garbage 
ean and ships him over to the docks. I 


think that’s what you’re gonna get 
pretty quick.” 

Hansen seratched his head. “Maybe 
you know a couple of answers, and maybe 
you don’t, Suppose you give me the low- 
down on what happened to Dinky Peter- 
son, the dame that Leeds and Conahan 
split over.” 

“Aw, they didn’t split. That’s a lot of 
frazzle-punk. Leeds and old man Turk 
were like a couple of pinkies doing a cake 
walk. So when I say they’re gonna put 
your tail in a can, you can take it from 
me, copper, that I ain’t handing you no 
baloney.” 

Hansen pressed Ricky further, but the 
kid did not seem to have any information 
on the armored-car job. Hansen wondered 
if the kid had the right dope on Leeds 
and Conahan, or if the tipster was right. 
It sounded as if the kid had the dope, all 
right, and if so, Hansen knew that he 
had a good chance now of tangling with 
Leeds pretty soon. Leeds was always 
quick to show his hand when cops’ slugs 
drilled any of his men. 


URING the next few days, Lefty 

Hansen could not get the kid out 
of his mind. When the Arbuttle Street 
Ladies’ Chapter of the Civic Betterment 
League dragged him in and forced him 
to accept a medal inscribed with words, 
Bravery Under Fire in Defeating a Noto- 
rious Public Enemy, his face burned right 
up to the roots of his hair. 

He ducked away as fast as possible 
from the gushing, meddlesome women, 
and a deep sense of shame burning in 
him, hurried to his room in Mrs. Eagen’s 
boarding house and hid the medal under 
a pair of shorts in his bureau drawer. 
The idea of getting a medal for killing 
Ricky’s father burned into his mind like 
a flaming brand. 

When Ricky’s case came up before 
Judge Martin, Hansen slipped unob- 
trusively into Juvenile Court and dropped 
into one of the spectator’s seats. The room 
was light and airy, with a relieving 
absence of the atmosphere of legal red 
tape. The judge sat at a long table, flanked 
by stenographers. 

The probation officer brought in Ricky, 
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still dressed in the ragged sweater, and 
carrying his mutilated cap with its 
broken peak. He held it clutched tightly 
in clenched fist. His hands did not move 
nervously, twisting the cap. He just held 
it tight. His face was as rock-hard as 
ever, and he was apparently unaffected 
by the gravity of the proceedings. 

Lefty Hansen quickly sized up the neat, 
comely woman seated a couple of chairs 
away, dressed in quietly expensive 
clothes. A puzzled expression wreathed 
his eyes as he noticed her restless move- 
ments, her lack of makeup with the ex- 
ception of sparingly applied lipstick. 

The judge cleared his throat and smiled 
at Ricky Conahan as he said: “Richard, 
I was over in your neighborhood last 
night, talking with some fellows belong- 
ing to the Apex Boys’ Club. They have 
a pretty nice bunch over there, but they 
need a man for their soccer team. I was 
wondering—” The judge hesitated, pre- 
tending to look through the papers be- 
fore him, while over the rim of his 
glasses he watched Ricky’s face for 
signs of response. There was none. The 
boy stared straight ahead, stony-faced 
as ever. 

“Next week,” went on the judge, “the 
boys have a little party coming off. First 
they’re going to have a swell feed, and 
then they’re going to the movies and 
see the pictures of the Louis-Pastor fight. 
Do you think you’d like to see those 
pictures?” 

Hansen shifted uncomfortably in his 
chair as he saw that Ricky made no 
response. It was as if he had not heard 
the judge’s remarks. Hansen shook his 
head, muttered to himself and ground his 
teeth together. In another minute he was 
going to have to get up and go out of 
the room. “Hell,” he thought, “what the 
kid must have been shoved through to 
get as hard as that!” 

Finally. Hansen could see that the judge 
was at his wits’ end, and Hansen could 
not blame the judge. He was talking like 
a father and a pal al] wrapped up to- 
gether. He finally sighed and started to 
say that he wished Richard could take 
a different attitude. He would hate to 
send him to an institution. ... 


The woman sitting near Hansen sud- 
denly jumped up and broke into the pro- | 
ceedings. As she spoke, her hand held 
a handkerchief to her eyes and her voice 
quavered: “Don’t be hard on the boy, 
judge. I understand how things are with 
him. I’m a cousin of his father’s. My 
name is Rita Conahan. I haven’t seen the 
boy since his—father went the down- 
ward path. How’s about letting me take 
the kid, judge, over to my joi—to my 
home. The little darling needs a mother’s 
care, don’t you see, judge?” 

Hansen saw Ricky’s lips curl at this. 
The judge looked surprised. He did not ' 
appear to notice the slip in the woman’s 
speech. He looked at the probation of- 
ficer, said: “Evidently you have not made 
a complete investigation. Your report 
states that there were no other relatives.” 

“Judge,” said the probation officer, 
looking puzzled, slightly suspicious, “we 
made an unusually thorough search. As 
far as the records go, and as far as any 
one in the neighborhood knows, there 
were no other relatives.” 

“You see I’m from Milwaukee,” broke 
in the woman. “When I heard about Turk 
Conahan getting himself shot—” 


ANSEN leaped to his feet at that 

point, and said: “Your Honor, Fm 
Detective Hansen, East Side Squad, 2s- 
signed to the Leeds case. Fd like to say 
something.” 

“Go ahead,” said the judge. 

“This dame,” said Hansen, “is a fake. 
She isn’t any relative of this kid.” 

The woman whirled, faced Hansen. Her 
face suddenly twisted with rage, her 
mouth working. 

Hansen continued before she could say 
anything. “She’s Dinky Peterson,” ex- 
plained Hansen, “she’s the kinker that’s 
been peeling Leeds’ potatoes for the last 
couple of years. I don’t know what kind 
of oats she’s peddling here, but—” 

The woman let out a screech. “Why 
can’t you keep your lousy tonsils iced, 
you flat-footed punk? It’s leme-brains 
like you that keep a girl from going re~ 
spectable,” 

“You see, judge,” put in Hansen, “she’s 
dressed like a lady, and she’s hard to 
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recognize that way. She’s never been 
mugged without makeup and—” 

Dinky Peterson dragged her fur piece 
tighter around her neck. She tossed her 
head, shrugging her shoulders. “Why 
should I get a crack in my lip over you, 
you bum shamus. What the hell? I feel 
nude anyway without any war paint.” 

Judge Martin signalled a court officer, 
quietly directed her arrest. He nodded 
approvingly at Hansen. “Good work, 
Hansen,” he said. 

The officer took a firm grip on Dinky 
Peterson’s arm. She blasted a hot mouth- 
ful of expletives at him, then laced into 
Hansen: “In a couple of hours, Fargo’s 
mouthpiece will spring me, and then 
where will you be, you fathead?” 

Hansen shook his head, grinning bleak- 
ly. “What’s more likely to happen is 
that I slap the rest of that lousy outfit 
into the can with you. Don’t worry, you 
won’t be lonesome.” 

“Don’t hand me that malochi.” She 
laughed, started toward the door, dragged 
by the officer. “The hot finger is on you, 
Hansen. Leeds told me he’s got the can 
all picked out for your tail. He’s gonna 
plant you in the middle of the harbor, 
about a quarter of a mile from the Statue 
of Liberty. Ain’t that a laugh?” 

When the judge turned back to Ricky, 
Hansen spoke up: “Your Honor, I heard 
what you said. I mean, I—well, about 
the—what was that, a reform school you 
were talking about?” 

The judge nodded slowly. His eyes cen- 
tered on Hansen, and there was a queer 
light in them. 

Hansen stumbled on, words coming 
haltingly from his inexperienced lips. 
“Judge, I was just thinking, maybe you’ll 
agree, I don’t know, but I was just think- 
ing that—well, a young kid like this—” 
He did not look at Ricky, although he 
was standing about four feet away. “A 
kid like this is sometimes liable to copy 
what his elders are doing. I mean, you 
know how it is; a kid sees somebody do- 
ing something and he thinks it’s great. 
He doesn’t know if it’s wrong. Well, any- 
way, I was thinking that if this reform 
school you’re talking about— Some of 
the older boys are—well, they’re bad, too, 


ain’t they? Now, if he goes there, he’s 
liable to think they’re great guys, be- 
cause they’re a couple of years older, and 
do some of the things they do. Well, you 
get my idea, don’t you?” 

Judge Martin smiled. His voice was 
dry. “What you’re getting at, Hansen, is 
that we ought to place him in your cus- 
tody. The theory is that he’ll get along 
all right if he has you to watch and to 
ape. Is that it?” Somewhere in the back 
of his eye hovered a twinkle. 

Hansen got fiery red. He spoke up 
heatedly. “Judge, I didn’t come here to 
ask you for the boy. Well, I didn’t think 
I did. Maybe I did, and didn’t know it. 
Anyway, it’s a good suggestion, judge. 
How’s about giving me the boy? Mrs. 
Eagen, my landlady, will be glad to help 
me straighten him out.” 

Judge Martin looked grave. “From 
what I’ve already learned of this case 
and its ramifications, it is not yet con- 
cluded. You still face a big job. The rest 
of this Leeds mob is at large, and if we 
are to be guided by our unpainted friend 
who just left, they are getting ready to 
put, as they term it, the finger on you. 
No, I don’t think it is such a good idea.” 

Hansen’s jaw dropped at the note of 
finality in the judge’s voice. For the first 
time he looked swiftly down at the kid, 
hesitated, opened his mouth as if to say 
something, then stopped and turned away. 

Judge Martin was frowning, looking 
from Ricky Conahan to Hansen. He no- 
ticed that for the first time, the boy ap- 
peared to be showing interest in some- 
thing. The way Hansen was standing, 
with his hand in his trouser pocket, his 
coat was shoved back; and the badge, 
pinned high up on his vest, was partly 
showing. Ricky was doing monkey antics 
with his neck in order to see the shiny 
thing better. 

Suddenly, Judge Martin cleared his 
throat, then said: “I shouldn’t be doing 
this, but I’m going to take a chance. But 
only—” he eyed Hansen sharply— “be- 
cause you seem to have a good head as 
well as a right heart. One of the reports 
I have before me is signed by a psychia- 
trist who interviewed the boy. He seems 


to have arrived at the same conclusion 
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as you regarding the danger of his aping 
his elders in an institution.” He stopped, 
cleared his throat again, then addressed 
Ricky: “Richard, how would you like to 
go and live with Detective Hansen?” 
Ricky looked up at the judge, then said: 
“Sure, I guess so.” There was just a hint 
of a swagger in his voice, as if he were 
well aware that a lot of people were hav- 
ing a hectic time over the problem he had 
been able to boil up for them. z 
Outside, Hansen saw the two men lean- 
ing against the railing, their heads close 
together, apparently engrossed in private 
conversation. Hansen lost no time. He 
shoved the kid into a cab and said: “Step 
on it, driver. This is police business.” 


HE kid saw the driver’s respectful 

salute, his hurried movement with 
the car controls. The cab leaped into 
traffic. For a split second, the kid’s face 
relaxed, then it hardened again. 

Hansen, watching from the rear win- 
dow, saw the two men hurry into a wait- 
ing sedan and take off in pursuit. His 
brow clouded. He wondered why Dinky 
Peterson had taken such a chance to get 
the kid. And now it looked as if members 
of Leeds’ gang had been trailing her, and 
were acting under similar orders. Han- 
sen’s face wore a hard, puzzled look. 

The pursuing machine was much faster 
than the cab, which was hampered by 
traffic. Hansen saw the gap closing, and 
he dragged out his service Colt, at the 
same time shoving the kid roughly to the 
floor of the cab. 

The cab crashed a red light, its horn 
screaming. The sedan barged through in 
its wake, almost running down a traffic 
cop. The sedan blew up alongside, and 
Hansen saw the drawn shades, the ugly 
snout of a sub-machine gun poking 
through a window opening. Then the 
rattle of high-speed slugs shattered the 
peaceful atmosphere. 

A wavering line of jagged holes weaved 
its way across the metal hull of the cab, 
wrote itself a crazy diagram in the win- 
dow glass, then zigzagged down again. 
Hansen, crouching protectively over the 
kid’s body, snapped a shot at a hand that 
showed on the stock of the sub-machine 
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gun. He saw a finger fly and blood spatter 
the glass of the sedan. He could not see 
the faces of the men inside. 

The two cars were rolling at top speed, 
neck and neck. Hansen steadied himself 
to fire into the depths of the sedan. He 
felt the cab lurch suddenly under him, 
shot a quick glance toward the driver and 
saw that he was slumped over the wheel. 
The machine-gun slug had drilled him. 

The cab careened into a fire plug, 
snapped it off, brought up against an 
iron railing, a couple of feet from a baby 
carriage full of squawking kids. The 
sedan gathered speed and roared away 
down the street. 

With unsteady hand, Hansen picked 
up the kid and examined him. Not a 
whimper came from his hard little mouth. 
The detective shook his head, swallowing 
hard. If the kid had shrieked with pain 
from a slug in his stomach, Hansen would 
not have felt as bad as he did then. It 
seemed as if the kid were all dried up 
inside, had no feelings at all. ` 

“T told you those guys were measuring 
a can to fit your tail,” said the kid. “I 
guess maybe you need some practice with 
your rod.” 

Hansen’s voice was slightly hoarse. 
“Yeah, I guess you’re right, kid.” 

Mrs. Eagen came to the door of the 
boarding house, wiping her reddened, 
soapy hands on a faded gingham apron. 
She took one look at the kid and melted 
to him. She said: “Hello, sonny, I’m glad 
Lefty brought you home. It gets kind of 
lonesome at times. Let me have your hat.” 

The kid pulled back, his lips curling. 
“Jeez, how I hate blubber-pusses tangling 
with me. Lemme alone, can’t you?” 

Mrs. Eagen looked very pained, took 
occasion to speak privately with Hansen 
at the first moment. “Ye’ve gone daft I 
think, Lefty. The lad’s as hard as the 
pavements you used to pound.” 

Hansen looked worried, yet his jaw re- 
mained ridged with dogged purpose. He 
gritted: “I never seen a kid yet that 
didn’t have a soft spot. I’m gonna find 
his or turn in my badge.” 

Mrs. Eagen knew how much Lefty 
thought of his badge, and she didn’t ques- 
tion him further. 
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When he got back home later in the 
day, he found Mrs. Eagen in tears and 
his room almost literally torn apart. His 
clothing and personal effects were scat- 
tered all about. Mrs. Eagen explained 
that the kid had looted the place and run 
away. 

Lefty Hansen, his heart feeling like 
an icy lump of lead, checked the room 
carefully. There was a lot of incidental 
damage, and everything was in a mess. 
But he was unable to find a single item 
missing. Suddenly he thought of the 
medal he had received from the Civic 
Betterment League. He looked in the 
drawer under the shorts and could not 
find it. He was sure he had placed it 
there. It was very queer. The medal was 
the only thing missing. 

Ricky had taken the medal that Hansen 
received for killing the kid’s old man. 
It probably didn’t mean anything, but it 
made Hansen tramp up and down the 
room, kicking at clothing and books, his 
eyes blind to everything but the blurred 
picture of bleak walls. 

He reported to H. Q., and Lieutenant 
Bannigan barked impatiently at his re- 
quest. “What the hell d’you think we’re 
running, Hansen,” he said, “a day 
nursery? Report the kid to the probation 
officer and get back on the Leeds armor- 
car job. Forget the brat. You ain’t his old 
man—or are you?” 

The lame joke didn’t get across to Han- 
sen. He looked bewildered. “I’ve got to 
find the kid, lieutenant,” he said. “I don’t 
know what may happen to him. You see, 
the Leeds mob are trying to get him for 
some reason.” 

Bannigan started. “The hell you say! 
Wait a minute, now, maybe that brat will 
lead you to the hideout?” 

Hansen shook his head. “No, I don’t 
think he knows anything about that 
angle.” 

Lieutenant Bannigan pulled the hand- 
some fountain pen out of his desk set 
and pointed it viciously at Hansen. “Now, 
get this,” he said. “You’re on the Leeds 
case. It looks as if it ties in with the kid. 
Remember, you’re on that case; that is, 
officially. Of course, there’s nothing to 
stop you from keeping an eye out for the 
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kid, espécially as it may tie in with—’ 

Hansen gulped, said: “Okay, lieu- 
tenant.” He turned to leave. Behind his 
back Lieutenant Bannigan sighed audi- 
bly. There was something about the way 
Hansen acted over that kid that had kind 
of got the boys on the force. If it had 
been his own kid, they could have under- 
stood it. But the prospect of the hard- 
boiled dick trying to pierce the tough 
armor of the little gutter rat made 
plenty of locker room comment. 


HE cab was waiting for Hansen out- 

side headquarters, and he stepped on 
the running board, his mind seething 
with the possibility that the kid might 
have gone to the Leeds-mob hideout. He 
realized if that was the case, only one 
thing could happen: Leeds would figure 
the kid had left a trail and would bump 
him and powder. And even if he didn’t 
leap to that conclusion, he’d be bound to 
get the kid out of the way so he wouldn’t 
tag the mob. After all, the kid had been 
in the papers. 

It wasn’t until the muzzle of the gun 
shoved hard into Hansen’s middle, that 
he realized he had walked into a trap. 
The man behind the gun had been crouch- 
ing in the corner of the cab, whose in- 
terior was dark because of the small, oval 
windows. Hansen blinked, staring at him. 
The man had low, black side-boards and 
a wide, split mouth. 

“Act natural,” ordered the low, rasp- 
ing voice. “Crawl in here and act like you 
was going places. Otherwise, I got orders 
to give you the slug now and leave you 
in the gutter.” 

Hansen slowly obeyed, sinking into the 
leather cushion beside the gunman. He 
noticed that his regular driver had disap- 
peared, his place having been taken by 
a bull-necked bruiser with cauliflower 
ears and a permanently flattened nose. 
The cab leaped to life, its motor roaring. 

As the hurrying machine slithered 
through the busy city streets, Hansen 
sized up his captors. He said: “Well, has 
Fargo got that can measured to fit my 
tail yet?” He spoke lightly, while a cer- 
tain fear tugged at his stomach. 

The gunman stared, jabbing the rod 
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hard against Hansen’s side. “Fargo 
tipped me off you were a wise cracker. 
He said that’s why he’s gonna dump you 
right close to the Statue of Liberty. He 
said he thinks you probably want to make 
a speech to the fish in the harbor. But 
you won’t be lonesome. The damn’ brat 
is gonna be in a-can too.” 

Hansen strove to mask his feelings. His 
worst fears were confirmed. The kid was 
in the hands of the mob. 

The cab took a corner on screeching, 
scorching rubber, and Hansen was thrown 
violently against the gunman. The man 
looked surprised. “You know, you damn’ 
near got it that time. I don’t know why 
the trigger didn’t go off. When the cab 
threw around like that, my finger 
touched—” 

“Why worry about that?” asked Han- 
sen with simulated lightness. ‘“You’re 
gonna bump me anyway.” 

“Fargo would be sore as hell if I 
bumped you now. He wants to do that 
himself.” 

The cab entered a warehouse district, 
tooled along for about ten blocks, then 
turned into an alley between two brick 
buildings. With practiced movement, the 
bull-necked man guided the car to the 
rear of the building and into an open 
doorway. A sign above the doorway said: 
K and L Moving Van Company. Un- 
claimed Goods Department. 

As soon as Hansen’s eyes became ac- 
customed to the gloom, he recognized the 
large object which loomed up in the cor- 
ner. It was a huge moving van. The gun 
prodded him from the car, and his captor 
said: “Come on, copper, get the lead out 
of your pants and get over there.” 

A couple of minutes later, Hansen 
found himself inside the moving van and 
realized that he was in the mob’s hide- 
out. An oil lamp hung from the ceiling, 
and the sides of the van were lined with 
cots. His heart sank as he saw the mo- 
tionless form of Ricky Conahan lying on 
one of the cots. He couldn’t tell if the 
kid was sleeping or out for keeps. 

Fargo Leeds came forward, faced Han- 
sen. He laughed brutally as he saw Han- 
sen look toward the boy. He was a big 
man with heavy, protruding cheek bones. 


He had a habit of throwing his head back 
and looking down at people with black, 
piercing eyes. 

“So, copper,” he said, “you thought 
you’d queer my girl?” His expression did 
not change. His head stayed back, his 
eyes narrowed and black pupils gazed at 
Hansen. His hand came up and crashed 
into the side of Hansen’s jaw. Hansen 
stood his ground, his two captors hold- 
ing him, one at each arm. 

“Look, Fargo,” said Hansen, “I’m not 
roosting bats in my belfry. I got a pretty 
good idea why you dragged me here. 
You’re not ready to bump’ me. You need 
me.” 

Fargo Leeds suddenly snarled. “So, you 
think you have me in the rail pcesition in 
this setup?” 

Hansen shrugged carelessly. “Turk 
Conahan split off from you, but it wasn’t 
on account of the moll. When I knew 
that, I asked myself what it could be. 
Well, there’s only one answer. It must be 
the six hundred grand you copped from 
that armored car.” 

The look of rage on Leeds’ blackened 
face was enough answer. 

“No sooner do I leave the kid alone,” 
went on Hansen, “than he rummages 
around and finds himself a badge and 
goes out to round up the gang. He 
couldn’t find a regular badge, so he pinned 
that medal on, the medal I got for knock- 
ing off his old man. The first track out 
of the bag, he runs into you; and you 
pick him up. You thought he was the 
answer to your problem, The only way I 
can figure it is that Turk Conahan ran 
out with the six hundred G’s and got 
himself shot up. The kid maybe knows 
something about the dough, so you go 
after him. You even send Dinky Peter- 
son in a wild attempt to get him. But 
when you get the kid, he hasn’t got what 
you think he has; so you figure he might 
have transferred it to me. Not so dumb, 
eh?” 

Fargo Leeds snarled. “You know some- 
thing, you damn’ smart shamus. We’re 
gonna find out what it is. Right now 
you’re saying things you want to say; 
but in a couple of minutes you'll be 
spilling all you ever knew, you damn’—” 





ANSEN was shaking his head, grin- 

ning. Out of the corner of his eye 
he saw the boy stir, sit up, rub his eyes 
and stare. Hansen’s heart leaped. He 
said: “The only thing is, supposing I did 
get the cue to the cash from the kid; 
where d’you suppose it would be now? 
You don’t suppose I’d risk getting my- 
self cashiered from the Force by holding 
out on H. Q.?” 

As he spoke, his glance, becoming more 
accustomed to the gloom, took in the rest 
of the cots and the interior of the van. 
Near the rear tail-board, which could be 
closed up quickly at any sign of alarm, 
he saw the twin cylinders of an acetylene 
blow-torch outfit. He nodded. “So you 
had to cut open the truck with a torch, 
eh?” 

Fargo Leeds’ fist flew, this time land- 
ing squarely on the point of Hansen’s 
jaw. He staggered back, shaking his head, 
holding his hand to his face. “Hell,” he 
said, “you don’t have to prove that I can 
take it; you know.” 

The kid was slowly advancing from the 
cot, his eyes alight with a strange expres- 
sion as he watched Hansen. It was as if 
he were witnessing some strange animal 
doing a somersault at the zoo. From old 
man Turk he could never have gained any 
notion other than that gunmen were 
tough he-men, and that cops were sneaks. 
Gunmen could take it, while cops were 
lily-livered softies. But this strange ani- 
mal, Lefty Hansen, could go soft in one 
moment over a kid that had been kicked 
around, then go hard as nails the next, 
taking punishment that would have made 
the toughest gutter rat yell and cringe. 

Jeez, if cops were guys like that, and 
‘besides didn’t have to hide in rain bar- 
rels and stinking crates, and besides could 
wear badges and uniforms—maybe there 
was something in it. Anyway, nobody 
could blame you if you felt you’d like to 
have a guy like Hansen tell you you were 
all right. 

“Light up the torch,” directed Leeds. 
He spoke to the bull-necked man, who 
turned to obey without question. 

Hansen saw that the kid was fitting his 
broken-peaked cap down over his head 
with deliberate movement. Somehow, his 
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face had changed. It still had a hard look, 
but it was a kind of hardness that was 
tempered with a suggestion of useful 
purpose. 

“Get back, Turkie,” growled Fargo 
Leeds at the boy, and the kid backed 
away. 

The bull-necked man had the acetylene 
torch going now. Its blue cone of flame 
flared and sizzled with intense heat. He 
approached Hansen whose right arm was 
being held in an iron grip by the gunman 
who had first captured him. 

“Which part of the lug d’you want me 
to burn first, chief?” asked the bull- 
necked man. 

“Burn his damn’ shoes off, Bellach,” 
directed. Leeds. 

The man called Bellach let the blue 
cone of flame swoop downward, toward 
the toes of Hansen’s shoes. 

The kid let out a yell as he ducked 
between Fargo Leeds and the wall of the 
van. A protruding nail caught the ragged 
sweater, and it almost threw the kid on 
his face. He drove himself forward, 
ignoring the ripping garment, and thrust 
the gun at Hansen’s left hand. It was 
apparently Fargo Leeds’ weapon. He 
must have left it on a cot in the far 
corner of the van. 

The blue flame from the torch flared 
out and licked hungrily at Hansen’s feet. 
His hand grabbed the gun from the kid, 
and instead of attempting to fire, he 
swung it in a vicious arc, landing a crush- 
ing blow against the jaw of the man who 
held him. He felt him grow suddenly limp. 
The force of the impact knocked the 
gun, insecurely held, from his hand. 
Hansen leaped back just as Bellach, a 
surprised look on his face, was pulling 
the torch back. The man who had been 
holding Hansen folded up, his face fall- 
ing against the flaming nozzle of the 
acetylene torch. Flesh sizzled and a nau- 
seating stench of burning skin and bone 
filled the confined atmosphere of the van. 

Leeds yelled an oath, and Bellach 
dropped the torch, springing back toward 
Hansen, who was making for the rear of 
the van. Bellach caught up with him just 
as he was at the tail-board. Bellach’s 


_ powerful arms closed around him. Han- 
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sen threw out his hand, grabbed one of 
the heavy cylinders, the one containing 
the oxygen. He used it as an anchor, 
attempting to spin himself loose from 
Bellach’s hold at his throat. 

Bellach slipped, went over the tail- 
board. The weight on the cylinder toppled 
it, and it crashed to the tail-board, break- 
ing the chains as if they were so many 
pieces of grocery twine, then plunged to 
the floor, crushing Bellach’s chest. He 
lay still. 

Meanwhile Fargo Leeds had slammed 
the kid against the side of the van, 
grabbed up the other gunman’s rod, and 
charged toward the rear. The kid bounced 
right back from the side of the vehicle 
and attempted to entangle himself in 
Leeds’ plunging legs. Leeds wasted no 
time. He fired at the boy, and the kid 
went down in a heap. 


ANSEN had seen Leeds shoot at the 

boy. He let out a bellow and heaved 
himself headlong at Leeds, in the face of 
the rod which threw hot lead. Hansen 
closed in, rendering the gun useless as a 
firearm, while his two fists battered at 
Leeds’ face like a pair of hundred-pound 
trip hammers. Deliberately, silently, 
grimly he fought. 

Leeds gave way, inch by inch. By the 
time he had backed to the cot, Hansen 
had battered his face to a bleeding mass 
of pulp. A cheek bone showed through, 
raw and naked. Blood oozed from numer- 
ous cuts. Hansen suddenly. stopped bat- 
tering Leeds. Leeds’ arms had become 
powerless. His eyes were almost puffed 
shut. He took one last. glimmer of a 
glance at Hansen, swayed a moment, then 
fell to the floor in an inert bundle. 

Panting, his throat rasping for breath, 
Hansen dragged his feet back to where 
the body of Ricky lay in a huddled, 
twisted heap. Savagely he caught up the 
frail form and held it against his chest. 
Suddenly he started, as he felt the limbs 
moving. He held the boy away and looked 
at him. He saw his eyes flutter. 

He saw that Leeds’ bullet had hit the 
medal which the kid was wearing under 
his sweater. His chest was bleeding from 
only a superficial wound. 


Hansen’s eyes felt hot and sticky. He 
was sure he had a scalp wound that was 
bleeding freely. But when he wiped his 
forehead, his handkerchief came away 
without showing red. He shook his head 
hastily. His tongue had a salty taste. He 
managed to say: “That was a smart 
thing, Ricky, shoving that gun at my left 
hand, instead of my right. How did you 
know?” 

“Gee,” said Ricky, “they call you Lefty, 
don’t they? And you were shooting at 
those lugs in the car with your left hand. 
Gosh, will you show me how to shoot with 
my left hand?” 

Hansen swallowed hard, gripped the 
old, broken-peaked cap from the kid’s 
head, ripped apart what was left of the 
peak, and heard a metallic click as some- 
thing fell to the floor. He picked it up. 
It was a key on which was stamped a 
number, together with the name of a 
station on the Eighth Avenue subway 
line. 

“You see,” said Hansen, “that’s how a 
good dick works it out. I figured they 
searched you everywhere, and I tried to 
think of a place they might not look. 

“I was pretty sure you were the key to 
the loot, the way they were after you. 
And Turk Conahan, with his dying 
words, told me Pd never think of looking 
for the stuff where he had it hid. I figured 
itd be some place like this, something 
we were looking at all the time and never 
tumbled to.” 

“Gee,” said the kid. “What’s the key 
for?” 

“It’s the key to the locker where they 
cached the six hundred grand, most 
likely,” explained Hansen. “Turk Cona- 
han forced it down between the cardboard 
of the peak, probably while you were 
asleep. He was determined nobody’d get 
the stuff if anything happened to him.” 

“Boy,” said the kid, “I’m gonna be a 
cop when I grow up—and shoot lousy 
heels like Leeds, Cops are okay.” 

Gravely, Hansen pulled the medal off, 
threw if away and pinned his own badge 
on the kid. Then he rumpled the kid’s 
hair, grinning. “You'll make a damn good 
cop,” he gaid. 
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Hundreds saw and heard Kay 
Raymond blast slugs at the 
dance-hall owner. And Detec- 

d tive Bill Duke had to prove p 
that they were all stark mad 
—or lose the girl he loved to 
the arms of the electric chair. 


but from the first, the publicity 

job Jack Sanders was hiring her 

to do, gave her a bad taste. As she lis- 
tened to him outline it in detail, this feel- 
ing grew until a cold chill crept up her 
spine. She would have told him to get 
some one else for the job, except that 
she needed the ten dollars so desperately ! 
She spoke into the wall phone in her 
room: “Thanks, Jack. I mean, thanks 
awfully. . . . Yes, it’s tough about the 
show folding in a town like this—nothing 
but sailors around. .. . Money? Listen, 
Jack, I’m down to my last sou, and be- 


K AY RAYMOND did not know why, 
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lieve you me, that ten dollars will help 
out. I appreciate it... . All right, Pll 
see you there at the Silver Spray.” ` 

She hung up, and for a moment the 
thought of making ten dollars exhilarated 
her. But she looked out the window, down 
six stories to the drab street, and the ela- 
tion died. Restlessly, she tapped a ciga- 
rette on the sill and lit it. 

Long Beach: the little busses moving 
up and down the crowded avenue, the 
trolleys, the mobs of people; and far 
down Cherry Street, beyond it and out in 
the harbor, she could see the outlines of 
the battleships and cruisers and aircraft 
carriers that lay at anchor. The sun had 
gone down, and light was fast vanishing, 
so that even as she watched, the vision 
turned from shape and size to pin pricks 
of light so distant that it was difficult to 
make them out. 

She turned from the window and, go- 
ing to a closet, got her white satin for- 
mal and silver pumps and laid them out. 

She felt blue and went to the mirror. 
She must not let hysteria and fright, 
cynicism and bitterness, induced by her 
temporary unfortunate circumstances, 
discourage her from reaching the goal 
for which she dreamed—that of a movie 
star. Nor must she allow the queer feel- 
ing of horror that had come to her with 
Jack Sanders’ voice overwhelm her sense 
of reason. Ten dollars was ten dollars. 

She looked at herself in the glass, 
at the soft red hair that accentuated the 
pale white of her skin, the vivacious jade- 
like green of her eyes, and the flare of 
crimson that was her mouth. But she had 
more than beauty; she had personality 
that was like a flame; and an ability to 
dance. That was how she happened to be 
down here thirty miles from Hollywood 
in a leg show. Broke, weary of waiting 
for a call from Central Casting, the job 
had been heaven-sent. Now it was over. 
The show had collapsed over night. 

Suddenly she thought again of that 
strange feeling of terror which possessed 
her. “I must not,” she said aloud. “I 
must put it from my mind!” 

She thought: Jerry Freeman might be 
at the Silver Spray Ballroom tonight. 
Jerry, who was the only man in whom she 


had been even vaguely interested for two 
years. But she liked him too little to want 
to learn to love him, and too much to want 
to lose his friendship. He was a chief 
petty officer on one of the battleships in 
the harbor, and Jack Sanders, who had 
been publicity agent for the disbanded 
show, had introduced her. 

She got up and slipped into the formal 
gown. Might as well get there early.... 


HE pike was mobbed. A laughing 

crowd—girls hanging on the sailors’ 
arms; the clatter of concession girls; the 
roar of the scenic railway; the hoarse 
voiced little men with their prizes of ham 
and Indian blankets; the dock girls, des- 
tined to an endlessness of an eternal 
road, 

At this time of the year the pike was 
the home of these women, the Silver 
Spray ballroom their palace of fun, That 
was why Kay Raymond did not particu- 
larly like the job she had down there to- 
night, She had been to the place only once 
before, and that had been with Jerry 
Freeman. 

She arrived now to find Jack Sanders 
out in front. The gray-haired publicity 
agent, his face seamed with lines, his 
small black eyes bright, was, as usual, 
slightly under the influence of bad gin. 

“Glad you got here, Kay,” he said. 
“Here’s the gun.” 

She took the .38 he handed her, broke 
open the chamber and dumped out the 
blank cartridges. “Okay,” she whispered. 

Jack Sanders’ little eyes gleamed not 
unlike a monkey’s. He dug into his pock- 
et and brought out a wrinkled ten dollar 
bill and pressed it into her hand. “Guess 
I can trust you,” he said. “Get the gun 
out of the way now—and don’t worry. 
The theatrical license I have as publicity 
agent will cover our little stunt tonight. 
Old man Wall knows what’s going to hap- 
pen and he’ll react naturally.” 

She nodded: “Have you seen Jerry?” 

“Yeah, he’s inside.” 

She went into the ballroom. It was 
packed. Sailors and girls were every- 
where. Water swished up underneath the 
place, rocking through the pilings. The 
orchestra swung from one number to the 
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next, fox trot to waltz, seemingly with- 
out ever getting tired. 

She found Jerry after a while. He was 
garbed in uniform. His hair was sleek 
and black, combed down like patent leath- 
er. His skin was tight, so that his face 
seemed to shine as though it had been 
scrubbed too much. He had warm brown 
eyes, and an aquiline nose. 

“Well, Kay,” he said, “here you are!” 

“Hello, Jerry.” 

They danced for some time. Jerry kept 
talking, but Kay scarcely heard what 
he said, for suddenly something had 
gripped her so that she was frightened. 
Premonition, perhaps. She tried to laugh 
it off. But try as she did, the tenseness 
increased until her throat was tight, and 
she thought she was becoming sick. She 
told Jerry she wanted to sit down, and 
they went out on the balcony and looked 
at the ocean, at the glimmering port- 
hole lights of the ships, Kay watched the 
water, listened to the soft, silken swish. 
At last she turned to him. 

“T am probably a little fool,” she said, 
“but, Jerry, I have the strangest feel- 
ing. It’s as though I were going to com- 
mit murder.” 

“Nonsense!” he laughed. 

She laughed too, but it was not healthy 
laughter. Jerry guided her back into the 
ballroom. The floor was being cleared, 
and light shone down on its glistening 
surface. Kay saw Jack Sanders standing 
just below the orchestra stand. Nervously 
she unlatched her purse. 

“Helluva good publicity stunt,” he had 
said. “Of course they’ll know a moment 
later it’s a fake, but it’s a good enough 
trick to get comments from the papers, 
and it’ll jack up trade.” 

Now the fat, round-faced owner of the 
Silver Spray was waddling out into the 
center of the floor. Boos and cheers 
sounded from the good-natured crowd. 
Funny, Kay thought, he looked perfectly 
natural, not at all as though he expected 
to be the center of a publicity stunt. He 
did not seem afraid, nor was there amuse- 
ment in his eyes. The fat dance-hall own- 
er held up his hand, blinked into the 
lights. 


Kay was trembling now. Jack Sanders 
gave her the signal. She pulled the gun 
from her purse. 

Four shots screamed from it. 

Wall spun about, crashed to the floor 
with a sickening thud. For a moment 
there was ghastly silence. The crowd 
surged forward then, and women 
screamed. Kay Raymond was carried with 
the mob. Her eyes wide, she looked at 
the floor. Then, catching her breath, she 
felt her senses reel, and she stifled a 
scream. Numb with horror, she looked 
again. 

Half of the fat man’s head had been 
shot away. Real blood was oozing across 
the floor. 

It was murder! 


T had been common gossip for days 

around the Long Beach police head- 
quarters that that hard-hitting, case- 
cracking guy from the homicide squad 
was getting soft. They meant young Bill 
Duke of course. He had a hard look in 
his eyes, and he didn’t think murder was 
fun any more. 

Bill Duke was not too big—inches un- 
der six feet; but he was all muscle, a lot 
of it in his shoulders. He had light hair, 
and gray eyes, a leathery skin. Every- 
body liked him, and he wasn’t fond of 
that, because it was inconvenient some- 
times—touches for a few dollars; stand- 
ing somebody else’s duty. 

But lately something had come over 
him and nobody knew what it was. At 
least if they knew, they weren’t saying. 

Duke knew, though. He was, at this 
moment, all too conscious of it. His cheeks 
stung, and he was aware that they were 
flushed red. He could feel the blood tin- 
gling in them. It was as though he had 
been slapped and slapped hard. 

He stared down, as he had for the past 
several minutes, at the fat man on the 
dance floor; at what was left of the ball- 
room owner’s head. At last he looked 
up and eyed a sailor who stood between 
two radio cops. 

“This girl who shot him—what did you 
say her name was?” 

“Kay Raymond.” 
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Duke nodded. “I see.” He fumbled 
with a cigarette, put it in his mouth and 
lit it. “Not the girl who was in that mu- 
sical comedy down here, of course. Not—” 

He turned a letter over in his hand. It 
was addressed to Wall, the victim, and 
was written in ink. The name scrawled 
at the bottom was Kay Raymond. It was 
pretty affectionate, and at the same time 
desperate: to the effect that his love 
for her was cooling. Duke hated to admit 
it, but it was almost a written confes- 
sion. At least, perfect motive. 

“Yeah,” said the sailor, “she’s the one. 
Jerry Freeman was going with her. He 
told me all about her.” 

“Who is Freeman?” 


“He used to be a chief petty officer in 
the navy. He was discharged last week.” 

“Was he here tonight?” 

“Sure,” said the sailor, “but I don’t 
know where he is now.” 

Duke puffed on the cigarette, his cheeks 
getting redder and redder. Kay Ray- 
mond. Good lord! For two weeks solid at 
almost every performance when he could 
get off, he had sat in the second row and 
watched her. She had had a small part, 
specialty tap dancing, and did one song. 
Duke had kept coming back because it 
seemed to him that there had never been 
a girl in the world before that was quite 
like her. It was an unexplainable some- 
thing in her personality which drew him 
the third and fourth times out of curi- 
osity. 

It was about then that he had began 
sending gladiolas. After the first week 
he changed to roses and realized—damn 
fool that he thought himself—that he was 
actually infatuated with her. And maybe 
worse. He had waited at the stage door 
the last four days prior to the show’s 
closing, and only once had she stopped, 
and that was just a minute to thank him 
for the flowers. Stage door Johnny—gosh, 
he’d been embarrassed! If anyone had 
told him he would ever do a thing like 
that he would have laughed in scorn. 

He went on doggedly with the ques- 
tions: “She—she disappeared right after 
the shooting?” 

“Yes, that’s right.” 


Duke stepped on the cigarette and 
ground it out with his heel. He cocked his 
right eyebrow. “What’s your name and 
how come you know so much about it?” 

The sailor, a thin, bony man whose 
blue uniform hung baggily on him, and 
whose eyes were spots of jet black, said: 
“James Noel is my name. I just happened 
to be around here, that’s all.” 

“T see,” Duke clipped. “Good friend of 
Freeman. Stayed to see that the story 
got told straight and that there was no 
mistake about the girl’s name.” 

“Tf you think that, you’re crazy !’’ Noel 
flared. “Anybody here will back me up!” 

Bill Duke’s cool gray eyes stared at 
Noel a moment longer; then the detective 
moved through the crowd. Though other 
detectives and police were present, in- 
structed to run down any and all clues, 
the case had officially been given to Duke. 
It was something he didn’t like, because 
if he had been sucker enough to fall in 
love with a female killer over the foot- 
lights, he didn’t want it rubbed in. Nor 
did he want to believe the story about her. 
But it was so obvious, there were so many 
witnesses, he had no choice. He’d be a 
dog-headed fowl, drunk on sentiment, not 
to believe it. 

He walked out through one of the side 
doors and breathed the cooling night air 
into his lungs. A runway from this ex- 
tended to the pike, where a fence kept 
people who had not paid from entering. 
Trying to think, his thoughts becoming 
more and more muddled, he walked in the 
direction of the fence. 

When he reached it, he gazed at the 
mobs that surged up and down the broad 
walk. He was no longer trying to think 
—it was torture to think. He saw a pic- 
ture of Kay, slim, red-headed, holding a 
smoking murder gun in her white hands. 
And then the picture was blotted out. 

Suddenly something caught his eye, 
and he stooped. A silver-colored purse. 
Nervously he picked it up, snapped it 
open. There was rouge, a powder puff and 
other feminine objects; Duke was most 
interested in a small black address book. 
He thumbed through the pages, Studios, 
movie agents, publicity men, the ad- 
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dresses of girl friends, and Kay Ray- 
mond’s own Hollywood address. Then, on 
the last page, scribbled in pencil, the 
name of a Long Beach hotel. 

Bill Duke looked at it a moment be- 
neath the flickering lights of the Silver 
Spray, and then he was sorry he had 
found the purse. It was probably the first 
clue, and according to regulation, it 
should motivate him forward, put him 
on the trail which would end in her cap- 
ture. 

He climbed the fence and made his way 
across the pike to the nearest phone, He 
called the hotel and found that she was 
registered there; then he called in to 
headquarters and told them where he was 
going, and that if anything came up to 
let him know. 


WES he reached the corridor in 
the hotel, he was still feeling rot- 
ten, and he had begun to sing, “Hey, 
Babe... .” He reached the room door, 
put in the key he had gotten from the 
desk and turned it, his mind dully click- 
ing with the words of the song: “Hey, 
babe; say, babe; what are you doing to- 
day, babe?” 

He opened the door and stepped inside. 
His gray eyes swept the room. He saw 
nothing out of the ordinary. The bed, 
closet, dresser, chair; the windows that 
looked down on the street. He felt as 
though he was intruding. 

At that moment, however, he became 
aware of sound. It had come from some- 
where in the room, but it had been so 
faint that he could not be sure where. 
Warily he moved forward, his hand in- 
side his coat, fingertips touching the cold 
butt of his police positive. 

The door of the clothes closet opened 
behind him. A harsh feminine voice 
snarled: “Lay off the rod, mister; and 
turn around with your mitts grabbing at 
the ceiling!” 

The police gun leaping into his hand 
as he spun around, Bill Duke faced the 
woman, In a flash he saw her tense, 
pinched face, the mop of blonde hair. 
She had a snub nose, a pair of glittering 
blue eyes, and tight, colorless lips. She 


didn’t look more than sixteen. He saw 
that her finger was tightening; read in 
her expression that she meant to kill 
him. 

He catapuited forward, weaving, and 
holding his own fire. Her gun belched, 
once, twice, The bullets missed, screamed 
past Duke’s ears. Then he was on her, 
slapping the weapon from her hand, 
throwing her, with a sweep of his arm, 
across the room to crash against the bed. 
He cocked up his right eyebrow. 

“That was a pretty close one for you, 
sister.” 

She shook her head, struggled to her 
feet. She was biting her lower lip. “Close 
one for you, you mean,” she snapped. 
“You lousy flatfoot dick, you!” 

“How’d you know I was a cop?” Duke 
was a little amused, 

“Saw your badge when you shoved me 
over here. How’dya suppose I’d know, 
sap. Big brave punk, ain’t you? Slap- 
pin’ women around. I think yuh’ve gotta 
helluva crust, that’s what I think!” 

“Listen, babe, I don’t give a damn what 
you think,” Duke replied; “and if you 
don’t can some of that would-be tough 
chatter you’re going to find yourself in 
a jam. Who are you? What are you doing 
here?” ‘ 

“I’m Kay Raymond.” 

Duke’s eyebrow went up again. “Oh, I 
see.” He kicked her gun aside, shoved 
his own into a holster. “One of those 
things, eh?” Quietly he moved toward 
her, grasped her shoulders and shook 
her. “Now speak, you little hell-cat! Who 
are you?” 

“Tt’s none of your business!” 

“You want to go to jail?” 

“No! You can’t put me in your stinkin’ 
jails. I ain’t done nothing!” 

“Except try to kill a detective. You’re 
going to the cooler and going quick if you 
don’t open up. You’re not Kay Raymond, 
no” 

“All right, punk. What if I’m not. Who 
cares, eh? Terry Wall was my sweetheart, 
and Terry Wall got murdered. By Kay 
Raymond. That suit you?” 

“No! Wall was old enough to be your 
father.” 
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“So what?” 

Exasperated, Duke shook her again. 
“Listen, you little—” 

The phone clattered shrilly. Duke 
looked at it. It rang again. He remem- 
bered what he had told headquarters. 
Pushing the girl back up against the wall 
and holding one hand on her wrist, he 
answered. i 


T was a soft voice, a woman’s, and it 
sounded very frightened. He recog- 
nized it at once: 

“Is this Detective Lieutenant Bill 
Duke?” 

“Sure.” 

“I disguised my voice and asked for 
you. They told me at the police station 
you were here. You are the only one I 
know and the only one to whom I can 
appeal. I must see you at once. It’s ur- 
gent. A matter of life or death!” 

“Is this Kay Raymond?” 

“Yes, and I’m at—” 

The blonde suddenly bent down and bit 
Duke’s arm until she drew blood. He 
threw her off, sent her tumbling to the 
floor. She scrambled to her feet and made 
a wild dash for. the doorway. 

Duke started to put down the phone: 
“Listen, Miss Raymond—Kay—just a 
minute!” 

“I can’t wait! I tell you my life is in 
danger!” 

The door opened and slammed shut. 
The blonde imp was gone. Duke thought 
of chasing, but he couldn’t afford to pass 
up the information he was about to get 
on the phone, Trembling, sweat streaking 
down his leathery face, he said: 

“All right, Kay. Go ahead. Where are 
you?” 

She told him and it took her a little 
time, because she did not know Long 
Beach very well and she wanted to be sure 
that he would be able to find her. The 
moment she hung up, Duke rang the desk 
below and told them to hold the blonde 
girl when she went through the lobby. 
The operator said: 

“Something went through the lobby, 
sir, and it might have been blonde—I 
don’t know. It—she was going so fast—” 

He slammed up the receiver and left 


the room. In a moment he was down in 
the elevator, then rushing through the 
lobby. 

In the street he glanced up and down, 
but there was no sign of the imp. She had 
vanished like a wraith in a hurry to 
haunt a house, and the worst of it was 
that he had no idea who she really was. 
As for her description, it was almost 
hopeless. When the fleet was in, little 
packages like her came a dime a dozen. 

From Kay’s directions, Duke had gath- 
ered that she was half way to the little 
deserted town called Seal Beach. She had 
phoned from a drug store but could not, 
dare not, stay in it long, she said. She 
would return to the sand of the beach 
itself and remain hidden near the break- 
water wall. 

Duke climbed into his car, and it moved 
away from the curb with a squealing of 
tires. 

In a few minutes he was driving slowly 
along the beach wall. It was dark out 
here, and deserted. Palm trees, tall and 
stately, moved ominously in the breeze; 
their dry fronds scraped. The waves 
crashed against the sand, rolled swish- 
ingly back. Gulls darted through the dark- 
ness, headed for a night haven. 

The homicide dick climbed out of the 
car. He was not a little nervous at the 
prospect of meeting Kay Raymond again, 
though he told himself that he wasn’t go- 
ing to be a fool and fall for any story she 
gave him. The best place for her was 
going to be a nice quiet cell until things 
were straightened out. Bill Duke wasn’t 
going to take any chances with what he 
considered the world’s best job—that of 
finding killers. 

He leaped over the wall and thudded 
into the sand ten feet below. He brushed 
his clothing and looked up and down. It 
was too dark to see far. He started for- 
ward, the sand making it hard for him to 
walk. 

He had gone two or three blocks with- 
out finding her, and he was just begin- 
ning to become a little concerned, when 
he saw a figure that glittered silver in the 
moonlight. She was standing against the 
sea wall, shivering. He hurried over to 
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her. He stood for a moment, gasping at 
her beauty: the slim curves that filled out 
the white satin gown, the soft red hair 
that had been blown about in the wind. 


HE looked at him a moment through 
the darkness—to make sure, he 
guessed. Then she began to talk: 

“I probably shouldn’t have called you, 
but I do need help. You see your name— 
on a card in those flowers you were kind 
enough to send so many times—was the 
first that came to me. I thought—” 

“T know.” He was a little bitter. “You 
thought I’d be a big, easy fish. You’d bet- 
ter come along. We can talk on the way 
to the station.” 

“But I can’t go to jail!” she pleaded. 
“Don’t you see? Everything is against 
me. I wouldn’t have a chance. It looks 
as though I committed murder and—” 

“Yeah, Kay,” he said ruefully. “I’m 
afraid it looks a lot like it: Girl shoots 
guy and then runs. I mean, you’d have to 
be pretty thick not to see it, wouldn’t 
you?” He was hoping against hope that 
she would present some half-way decent 
alibi. 

And she did. She told him the whole 
thing: “After the shots Jerry Freeman 
grabbed me and rushed me out the side 
door. I was so excited I didn’t know what 
was happening. He told me he didn’t know 
why I had done it, but he was going to 
stand by. He talked like that. He helped 
me over a fence, and then we were in 
his car. The way he talked in the car, I 
thought he must be mad. He said not to 
worry, everything would be all right. That 
there was a ship leaving San Pedro to- 
night, and he would get me a ticket for 
the Orient. He said I could find plenty of 
shows and cabarets that would want danc- 
ers out there. 

“Well, I explained,” she went on, “and 
he only laughed, and said it was all right 
with him; he forgave me, only the police 
probably wouldn’t. He had taken my gun. 
Later, when he drove me out to his shack 
to get the boat ticket, I discovered that 
besides my gun with blanks, he had an- 
other one. I almost screamed then. But 
I caught myself. I pretended I was anx- 


ious to take the boat as he said I should. 
I was to rinse my hair in something he 
had, change my face a little, and my 
name, As for the passport, he said he had 
that fixed. They aren’t strict in Far East 
ports anyway. I waited for him to go 
into one of the other rooms, then I broke 
the window and escaped. I was running, 
when a car slowed down. The driver asked 
me if he could help. Just then I heard 
Jerry Freeman yell. I told the driver I 
had to get to a drug store to get some 
medicine quick. I thought Jerry would 
follow, but apparently he didn’t.” 

“Neat,” Duke said, “neat story.” 

“But it is true!” 

He nodded: “Yeah, I suppose so. So 
Freeman is the killer? What was his mo- 
tive?” 

“I don’t know. On my earlier acquain- 
tance with him he mentioned something 
about making a deal with Wall for the 
Silver Spray and a chain of similar places 
that are in Seattle, San Francisco and 
San Diego. I think a sailor named James 
Noel was supposed to be in on it.” 

“And your idea is that they crooked 
him into selling them big shares without 
making a payment or something, eh? 
Else they had handed him a check that 
would bounce, so they bumped him off 
first; and with the papers already signed, 
the dancing places belonged to them.” 

“I don’t know anything about it except 
what I have told you,” she said. 

“Okay. Where does Sanders, the pub- 
licity agent, come in?” 

“T don’t know that either.” 

Duke arched his right eyebrow. “And 
this letter.” He brought the letter he 
had taken from Wall’s corpse out of his 
pocket, 

She seemed amazed, held it under the 
light, He gave her a flashlight. Her voice 
was very low and tense when she spoke 
next. 

“T never saw it before. Freeman has 
specimens of my writing and this—this 
letter is an obvious forgery.” 

“Probably good enough to convict you 
though.” 

“Undoubtedly,” she said coldly. “I don’t 
suppose there is any way to prove it 
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now, but I searcely knew Mr. Wall, let 
alone writing or loving him. I tell you the 
letter was part of his scheme! Oh, I 
didn’t know a man could be so contempti- 
ble. You see, sending me away—” 

“You expect me to believe all this, Miss 
Raymond?” he asked. 

“You must!” she implored. “You see, 
making a success in Hollywood has been 
a living dream with me. To be mixed up 
in a murder, to be put in jail—well, the 
kind of reputation I’ve been trying to 
build up would be ruined. Besides, if any- 
thing happened and you didn’t get Jerry, 
how would my story stand up in court? 
Whether they convicted me or not, there 
would be the long weeks in jail, the shame 
of standing trial for murder, and—” 

“That’s what I’m wondering,” Duke in- 
terrupted. “How your yarn would stand 
up.” 

- She was suddenly quiet. “Then you re- 
fuse to believe me?” 

“If I do—?” 

She shrugged. “Then—I guess—well, 
I guess you’ll have to take me. I was a 
fool to trust you. I should have let Jer- 
ry send me off to China. At least I would 
be protected from disgrace. I called you 

` because—well, I’d thought a lot about 
you since that day you waited at the stage 
door. I thought you were a man to whom 
I could honestly appeal.” 

He hated to be a damn fool: “You’re 
turning on that old womanhood hooey, 
but it isn’t going to work.” 

“I was afraid you would think that,” 
she said in almost a whisper. Then: “All 
right. I’m ready to go with you.” 

The way she spoke did something to 
him, and he was not sure what it was. He 
knew that standing here against the sea 
wall, the waves breaking on the beach, 
standing here a few inches from her 
face, she was much more beautiful than 
she had appeared on the stage. Some- 
thing wistful radiated from her, He 
opened his mouth to speak, but he did 
not, because his throat was suddenly dry. 
He was looking at her lips. They were 
red and glistening. 

Suddenly, and he could not help it, 
something seemed to burst in his chest. 
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His brain seemed to be fevered. He leaned 
forward and drew her to him in a kiss. 

She disengaged. He stood there, unable 
to look at her. 

“Let’s go to the police station,” she 
said, a little huskily. 

He shook his head. He did not know 
what was wrong with him, because he 
had never felt quite like this before. 

He said: “No. We’re not going to jail. 
I’m going to hide you. In my own flat, 
see? Then I’m going to try and chase 
down this story you’ve told me. And as 
for that kiss, well, you can chalk that up 
as the price you must pay to make a cop 
do something against rhyme and reason 
and regulation. For taking the chance of 
losing the only job he knows how to do.” 


E instructed her to keep the lights 

out in the flat, and not to answer 
the phone; then he went to the door, his 
face dead-white, his gray eyes steady. 
“PII get in touch with you later, Miss 
Raymond.” 

She said: “You started in calling me 
Kay. You were dashing, and seemed to be 
sure of yourself then. I wish you would 
keep on calling me Kay.” 

He thought musingly, then he looked at 
her, and slowly he began to smile: “All 
right, Kay. Be sure and turn out the light 
as soon as I—” 

She got up and came to him. “Bill— 
Bill Duke,” she said softly, “I want you 
to know that I think you’re—well, you’re 
a swell guy. Hundred per cent. I once 
made a rule about people who try to 
meet you at the stage door. But if Pd 
known that you are like you are—” 

“Forget that,” he replied nervously, 
“we've got murder to take care of now, 
and that’s what you’re most interested 
in 

“Maybe it isn’t, Bill.” She turned. “Oh, 
I don’t know. A while ago I was so fright- 
ened. And now I’m calm. I feel that 
everything is all right because—” 

“I was hoping maybe you’d feel like 
that,” he told her, “I’ve got to go now, 
Kay, good-by.” 

“Good-by, Bill.” 

He closed the door and swung down 
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the hall. Outside, he thought he saw a fig- 
ure dart behind a tree as he came out. 
He unbuttoned his coat, moved forward 
swiftly, drawing the police positive. But 
when he arrived, he saw nothing! Nerves! 

At length he climbed into his car and 
drove off. He did not know where he was 
going to find Freeman, but he knew that 
the first place to go to pick up clues would 
be the ex-chief petty officer’s house. Kay 
had given him the number. 

He drove swiftly, the breeze whipping 
through the car, It was much later and 
there were not many people on the broad 
street down which he drove. When he 
reached the pike, he saw sailors stream- 
ing back to the pier, where they would 
catch a water taxi. Going in the opposite 
direction were more sailors, arms linked 
in those of girls. Stars were shining more 
brightly, and the moon was in the center 
of the sky. From far off Duke heard the 
music of Silver Spray, which evidently 
had gotten under way again in spite of 
the murder. He heard laughter, and the 
chatter of many people; the crashing of 
waves on the beach, and the distant 
chug-chug of navy motor launches. 

He tried to review everything that had 
happened, but his mind seemed to be 
fogged. There was only one picture in it 
and that was of Kay; and only one 
screaming sentence beneath that picture, 
and that was: She is not guilty! He had 
to believe that. He did! Hard guy, Bill 
Duke, falling head over heels in love with 
a Murder Maiden. The dicks at the sta- 
tion would laugh, but it was not a joke; 
it might be tragedy. 


HEN he reached Freeman’s house, 

he saw a light from what looked 
to be the bedroom window. Pulling the 
car to the curb, Duke climbed out. He 
thought he saw movement from within 
the room. He jerked out the police posi- 
tive and made his way forward, his heart 
beating fast. 

He tried the door. It was locked. He 
rang, slapped the knocker down. There 
was no answer to either. At last he re- 
sorted to his pass keys. The third one 
worked. He opened the door with his foot. 


Gun held a little higher than his hip, his 
cold gray eyes searched for signs of life. 

But the sight before him was quite 
different. Jerry Freeman, still garbed in 
the chief petty officer uniform, lay on the 
floor, his eyes open and staring glassily 
at the ceiling. His mouth was open, too, 
gaping open. The tight-skinned face 
seemed relaxed. 

Bill Duke moved slowly forward, his 
gun still tightly clutched. He glanced 
about the room. A chair stood near the 
window opposite him, and in the other 
corner, a divan. There was a table. Free- 
man was lying almost under it. The only 
light came from a reading lamp, and it 
was dim. 

Duke stooped down over the corpse, 
gun a little loose in his hand. He was 
staring down when it happened. 

A figure rose from behind the divan 
and blasted away with a gun. It was 
James Noel, garbed now in civilian dun- 
garees. 

The killer responsible for both the 
corpses of Wall and Freeman, Duke 
thought, and he was catching him off 
guard! He tried to rise, tried to bring 
the police positive up in his hand. But 
the bullets were coming too fast. Noel 
hadn’t taken any chances. A slug burned 
its way into Duke’s shoulder. The impact 
sent him careening backward, and to the 
floor. 

Again he tried to rise. He did it by 
shoving his back to the wall and forcing 
the pressure of his legs to lift his heavy 
body. But another screaming slug ripped 
through his hip, bringing blood, intense 
pain. 

Again the impact slammed him back. 
He went to the floor, his arms moving 
wildly, trying to roll over. He saw Noel 
leap over the divan, point the gun down 
at his head. Blindly, he tried to reach out 
at the dungaree-clad legs. Another bul- 
let slammed down mercilessly, grazing 
his head by a bare fraction of an inch. 

Bill Duke was a bloody mess now. He 
felt death kissing his lips, felt death 
taking him by the hand. He kept thinking 
only: She was right; she is innocent. 

Then there was only confusion and 
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blackness, and the sense that told him his 
body was still moving forward, and that 
he was catching a hold on a pair of legs, 
and that a man was snarling and striking 
down with the butt of his weapon. 

Noel was toppling backward, and Big 
Bill Duke, bleeding, half numb, half 
crazy, was climbing over him, slugging 
his gun into the sailor’s face, pounding 
down at him. Damn it, there wasn’t any 
cop in any town that could fight better 
than Duke; and there wasn’t any crook or 
killer that could stand up against him. 
This knowledge, pride of it, kept him go- 
ing. : 

Noel was writhing beneath him now, 
and struggling to get free; but Duke’s 
fingers were reaching for his throat, inch- 
ing up toward it. And now—now they 
wrapped about that throat, pressed in, 
pressed in mercilessly. 

Noel gasped, tried to scream. And then 
something slugged down on the back of 
Bill Duke’s head .... 

Limply, he tumbled off Noel. Blackness 
pressed in on him. He struggled to move, 
but his muscles would not respond. He 
could not open his eyes. Gradually, 
everything was beginning to fade. He 
felt pain, and he could hear, though the 
sounds in the room were growing dim- 
mer. 

He heard harsh laughter. Noel shriek- 
ing: “He’s dead! Big Bill Duke is dead!” 
Laughter again. 

And then he could hear no more. 


HE water must have revived him, 

and the first thing that popped into 
his mind was: “Hey, babe; say babe, 
what say you become my babe?” And 
then came the intensity of his pain, but 
he could not understand why that song 
clung to him, kept buzzing in his mind 
so that he was unable to get it out, even 
when he was on the verge of dying. 

He was in the water, and he was half 
sitting, half lying on a plank that sloped 
down into the cold depths. He was shiver- 
ing. The blood about his head, on hip and 
shoulder, had hardened. He looked about 
him through the gloom and saw straight 
wooden piles. He heard the water swish- 


ing through them, felt a cool breeze was 
on his forehead. 

His hands were tied, and there were 
weights on his feet, but the old plank 
sloping into the water, and a half-rotted 
pile against which he was leaning, had 
saved him from sinking. It was the very 
plank which made the hole in the old pier. 
They should have foreseen that possi- 
bility. But perhaps they had been in a 
hurry. And perhaps they thought he was 
dead, so it wouldn’t matter anyway. 

From the looks of the barnacle-ridden 
piles at the under side of the creaky pier, 
he deducted that he must be in Seal 
Beach. Gay resort town once, it was 
closed down the year around now, the 
roller coaster lying silent, the amusement 
shacks empty and foreboding, and the 
pier falling apart, roped off because it 
was condemned. Only fools and. killers 
walked a pier like this one. 

The song kept going around in his 
mind like a phonograph record. But other 
thoughts were coming too: Was Kay Ray- 
mond all right? Had Noel been able to get 
away? The way Duke saw it, Noel must 
have double-crossed. Freeman, killed him 
so that he would be sole owner of the 
dancing establishments. But the grim- 
mest thing about it all was that if Duke 
had been dead, not only his death, but 
that of Freeman’s, and Wall’s could have 
all been laid to Kay, because she had fired 
the shots in the ballroom. 

And where did publicity agent Jack 
Sanders fit? Had it been he who had 
slugged Duke just when he had Noel 


“down and was choking the life out of 


him? Or—and this thought was more 
ghastly—had it been the little blonde imp 
he had run into in the hotel room? 

He struggled with the bonds about his 
wrists, using the old but infallible trick 
of relaxing his muscles instead of strug- 
gling, and slipping the rope down over 
his hands. In a moment he was free and 
tearing the weights from his feet. How 
he ached when he moved! 

Duke was at last able to crawl up the 
wet plank to the top of the old pier. He 
looked around. In one direction stood the 
tall Seal Beach Stack, from which ships 
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took their bearings when they went to 
sea. Far off in the other direction were 
the flickering lights of Long Beach. It 
was cold, and he was damp. He stood for 
a moment, undecided, and shivering still. 

And then he began to walk, down be- 
neath the tracks of the deserted roller 
coaster, across the rotted boards of the 
pier. The swish of the sea beneath came 
steadily, unceasingly. He noticed that 
although no light had begun to break on 
the horizon, the stars were very faint, 
and he could scarcely see the moon at all. 
That meant it was coming morning. He 
had been down there on that board for 
hours! 

He knew there would be no phone for a 
mile or two at least, and there was noth- 
ing he could do about it. Wearily he 
started walking through the main street 
of the town. 

When he reached a telephone booth in 
an all-night drug store on the outskirts 
of Long Beach, he flopped down in it, 
utterly exhausted. He searched his wet 
trousers for a coin, dropped it in the slot, 
and dialed the police station. The voice 
of his boss came on. 

“Where have you been, Duke?” 

“In Seal Beach taking a nap,” he said, 
and he meant it to be dry humor. “I was 
slugged,” he added. 

“You’re all right?” 

“Almost, anyway,” Duke told him. 

“So long as you’re able to phone, you 
must be all right,” the chief went on. “I 
don’t know anything about what you’ve 
been doing out there, but I’ll tell you this 
much, Duke: You’ve made the gravest 
mistake of your life!” 

Duke’s voice was husky. “What do you 
mean?” 

“That you tried to hide a murderess in 
your flat. That little act of charity is go- 
ing to cost you your job, and I don’t know 
how many years in San Quentin. Do I 
make myself clear? Complicity. That’s a 
nasty word!” 

“You mean you—you’ve taken Kay?” 

“I wish we had!” the chief boomed. 
“But she escaped again. Some one called 
and told us where she was. But when we 
got there, she was gone.” 


“How did the flat look?” Duke’s voice 
was on edge. 

“It was a wreck.” 

Duke’s heart was beating fast. “Then 
you know what happened ?-She was kid- 
naped out of the place! She’ll probably 
be killed! I tell you, chief, she’s innocent 
of these crimes. I’ve been snooping 
around and getting slugs through my 
shoulder, and I know. What the hell do 
you think I’ve been doing—sitting in 
some movie, watching Charley Chan? 
You ought to know by this time that I 
know what I’m doing. I’ve been a dick 
long enough to know when I’m in the 
right, and I repeat: That girl is not 
guilty!” 

“Duke you’re absolutely crazy! There 
were a hundred witnesses!” 

“Yes, but the gun—” 

“We know all about that,” the chief 
snapped. “We finally heard that part of 
the story, and that’s the part you were 
probably sap enough to fall for. But get a 
load of this: A gty by the name of 
Sanders came forward and told of hiring 
her for the job and giving her blanks. 
She inspected them herself. Then what 
did she do? She changed them for real 
bullets. Her alibi was going to be that 
somebody else shot the guy; that she had 
blanks. But at the last minute she got 
scared and beat it. Now that’s the 
straight story. So straight we didn’t even 
hold Sanders. And as for you, Duke, I 
don’t even feel sorry for you. You let 
yourself in for this. I won’t send anybody 
after you, but I want to see you damn 
soon. And when I do, I’m afraid I’m go- 
ing to have to throw away the key. Do 
you hear me? You’re not a cop any 
mores 

Duke hung up while the chief was still 
talking. He gazed bleakly at the wall of 
the booth in front of him. 

“Hey, babe; say, babe... .” 


HE numbness began to wear off. 
“Not a cop any more, eh?” he 
mumbled. : 
He stood up, but it was only for a mo- 
ment, The pain of his wounds became 
more intense. He sank down in the little 
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seat in the booth and gasped for breath. 
Then he kicked the door open and waved 
the pharmacist over. The smallish man 
garbed in white hurried to him. 

“Few bullet scratches—” Duke began. 

“Who are you?” the pharmacist de- 
manded sharply. It was apparent from 
the look in the little man’s glowing brown 
eyes that he thought Duke a criminal 
who’d had a scrape with the law. 

Duke searched for his badge and 
showed it. The druggist gulped. “Yes sir. 
PH prepare something right away, sir. If 
you would let me see the wounds— Per- 
haps I could call an ambulance for you 
after I have administered first aid?” 

“No,” Duke said from deep in his 
throat, “no—lI’ve got to go on.” 

And then there was silence, during 
which the little white-clad drug-store man 
looked at the detective, spots of red 
touching his white cheeks, his lips trem- 
bling just a little. He opened his mouth, 
as though to speak; as though to say he 
had heard of dicks who were like that— 
who kept going. But, in the end, the words 
failed him, and, a little embarrassed, he 
turned to go back into the pharmacy. 

Left to his own resources for a mo- 
ment, Bill Duke tried to think. Clues. 
Damn, he had to have clues! He had to 
find Kay. That was more important than 
anything else. He thought of the white- 
haired publicity agent, Sanders. Maybe 
he would know something. Maybe—it was 
just a bare chance—he would be home. 
But Duke was certainly in no condition 
to go to him right now. 

He looked Sanders up in the book and 
telephoned. When the newspaperman’s 
voice came on the wire, Duke put a hand- 
kerchief over the mouthpiece, made his 
voice whiny. | 

“This is Noel—you know, Sailor Jim 
Noel, Freeman’s friend. Freeman’s dead, 
and I’ve got to see you right away!” 

“But I—but I—” 

“You might be sorry if you don’t 
come!” 

“All right,” Sanders relented. “Where 
are you? 9” 

Bill Duke told him, and hung up. There 
was a grim smile on his worn face. 


DS 


UKE’S coat was off, and the phar- 

macist was putting on the last 
patches around his shoulder wound, when 
the detective suddenly leaned forward 
and jerked the damp coat off the oil 
heater on which the druggist had put it 
to warm. He ran his hand along the back 
of it. 

“What do you make of this, Doe?” 

“Looks like face powder. Somebody 
must have dumped a whole hax of it on 
you. A compact full, that is.’ 

Duke’s heart started beating fast; he 
felt blood pumping into his temples. 
“Look, Doc,” he went on nervously, “look 
closer, see what shade it is. I mean, what 
complexion woman would use it?” 

“PII inspect it under a microscope if 
you want,” the druggist offered. 

“That'll be fine,” Duke said. As the 
man made off with his coat, he began 
thinking, If the powder had belonged to 
Kay, it meant that at some point she had 
been in the murder car with him. Perhaps 
it had been like this: After he’d been 
knocked out, the informant who had 
tipped his attackers off that he was com- 
ing, and who had tipped them also that 
Kay was in his apartment, advised that 
they go for Kay at once. So they had put 
Duke in the car, driven it right through 
Long Beach, and within a few minutes 
after he had been knocked out, snatched 
her. She had been in the same car in 
which he lay wounded and bleeding, con- 
sciousness gone! 

. That was valuable, for it meant that 
she must be somewhere back in the de- 
serted ruins of Seal Beach, either dead 
or held captive. He hoped for the latter, 
and based his hope on the fact that they 
could not harm her and discard her body 
as they had his, for if she were found 
dead, their setup would be ruined. Her 
dead body would be proof that she was 
innocent, and police would look to them! 
So she must be alive—and somewhere in 
Seal Beach. She must be, if his deduction 
about the powder clue was correst .... 

“Theatrical powder. I would say a red- 
haired woman of fair complexion had 
used it. That is, if the powder were used 
correctly.” 
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Duke looked up. The druggist had 
spoken. He was still holding the coat. 

“That’s her, then,’ Duke whispered. 
“Hurry up, Doc. I’ve got to get going!” 

At that moment, Jack Sanders, his 
wrinkled face tense, his small black eyes 
glittering like a monkey’s, came into the 
drug store. Duke slipped on the coat, 
climbed to his feet. Sanders turned to go. 

“Just a minute, publicity man,” Duke 
called sarcastically. “I want to see you.” 

“I—I—” Sanders choked. 

Duke strode toward him. “Sure, I 
know. Thought you’d find your friend 
Noel here. Well, it was me who called. 
I’ve been wanting to see you, because 
you’re going to do some talking, under- 
stand? Truth this time! I mean about 
Kay Raymond.” 

Sanders was shaken. “I swear on my 
word of honor,” he whined, “that if she’s 
innocent I didn’t know anything about 
it. I really didn’t. What I told the cops 
is only what Jerry Freeman told me. He 
said he went outside with her and saw 
her put something in the gun, but that 
he had supposed at the time they were 
the blanks I had given her.” 

“When did Freeman tell you this?” 

“Hours ago. He said he felt sorry for 
the poor kid, even though she had com- 
mitted the murder, and he was going to 
try and help her.” 

“T think you’re lying!” 

“Pm not! I swear I’m not! Freeman 
hired me to get a girl to do that job. He 
suggested that I get Kay Raymond be- 
cause he liked her and wanted to see that 
she got a break. Well, I did, I thought it 
was all on the up and up. I wasn’t aware 
that she knew Wall more than slightly, 
and I certainly didn’t think she had any 
motive to murder him!” 

“She didn’t,” Duke clipped. “That’s the 
hell of it.” 

Sanders was trembling. “What I told 
the police,” he said, “I actually believed 
to be true:” 

Duke was thimking. He arched his 
right eyebrow and looked at Sanders. 
“Have you a car?” 

“Yes. It’s out front.” 

“All right. Were going to use it, I 


think I know the vicinity in which Kay 
is being held.” 

“You mean—you trust me, then?” 
Sanders asked, a light of thanks coming 
into his eyes. 

Duke looked at him for a moment. “I 
think so.” He turned. “Doc—look, you’ve 
been a good guy and you’re going to get 
paid for it. You must have a gun around 
here you use in case of holdup. Mine’s 
gone. I was wondering—” 

“Sure,” said the little pharmacist, and 
hurried to get the weapon for him. It was 
a bulky .45. 

“Loaded ?” 

“Yes, sir.” 


ANDERS drove, and Bill Duke sat 

beside him, feeling slightly better. 
They reached the aging piers in Seal 
Beach just as a dark, muggy-gray dawn 
broke over the water, faintly silhouetting 
the lines of anchored vessels of war, the 
thick-set freighters and trim passenger 
liners of the busy coast. 

But when they parked the car and 
climbed out of it, the search seemed sud- 
denly impossible. There were dozens of 
empty houses lining the streets, old and 
boarded up; there were the little stands, 
also boarded, that had once been pier con- 
cessions, The roller coaster frame seemed 
like a giant skeleton. Wearily, Duke and 
Sanders tramped across the rotted boards 
of the pier. 

Then suddenly, through the swirling 
fog that hovered close over the water, 
came the even hum of a motor-boat en- 
gine. Duke spun about, his body tense, 
and waited. He could see nothing, though 
the boat must have been close. It must 
have been small and hovering beneath the 
shadow of the pier. 

“Come on,” he whispered, and started 
forward. Sanders followed. 

Then he stopped. A yellow gleam of 
light was penetrating the fog. It seemed 
pointed in no direction, but it grew 
steadily brighter. Then it began blinking 
on and off. Bill Duke stared. He felt his 
heart thumping. For a moment he saw 
no reason for the light and the blinking, 
and then it came to him all at once— 
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semaphore, Morse Code by blinker. 
Though Freeman, Duke told himself, was 
dead, he had been a navy man; and so 
was killer Noel. A dick in a navy town 
must know those signals, too. It was ap- 
parent the light was flashing over and 
over: 


Attention. Attention. Attention. 


Duke fumbled for a flashlight he had 
taken from the drug store. “Wait,” he 
whispered to Sanders. “Whoever that is 
in the boat, he’s going to lead us to where 
Kay is held!” 

“How?” Sanders asked. 

But Duke put his finger to his lips and 
kept watching. Now the light, though no 
answering signal had flashed, was spell- 
ing out a message: 


Boat is ready. Bring cargo at once. 
Boat is ready. 


For a moment Duke’s heart sank. Per- 
haps this was the signal of a smuggler 
who knew nothing of the murders. Never- 
theless, he turned on the flashlight, and 
crouching down so that he could not be 
seen behind the light, began snapping it 
on and off: 


Come ashore. You are urgently needed. 
Come ashore, 


The light from the boat wavered for a 
moment, then went off. Duke waited, cold 
sweat on his forehead. He heard the chug- 
ging motor of the boat go silent. In a 
minute there were footsteps on the pier. 
He saw a man hurry past him. Leaping 
to his feet, he signaled Sanders. “Come 
on,” he whispered. 

When the boatman reached the door of 
a small cottage not far from the pier, Bill 
Duke stared, unable to believe his eyes. 
For the fog was beginning to lift, and 
he could make out the features: the tight- 
ly-drawn skin, patent-leather hair, aqui- 
line nose and brown eyes. It was the 
handsome ex-chief petty officer. It was 
Jerry Freeman, whom Duke had thought 
was a corpse. Freeman, alive and walk- 
ing! He was still garbed in his blue uni- 
form and white cap. 

Duke had the .45 gripped tight in his 
hand. He motioned Sanders to stay back, 
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and, sucking in breath, rushed forward. 
Freeman had already entered the old 
house by removing a board from the door 
and turning the knob. Duke landed his 
good shoulder against that door a mo- 
ment later and tumbled into the room. 

The scene flashed before his eyes even 
as he snapped into action: Noel, bony, 
narrow black eyes filled with sleep, lean- 
ing back against the wall dozing, still 
garbed in his dungarees. Two figures on 
the floor, bound and gagged—Kay with 
her soft red hair; the freckled, blonde 
imp with whom Duke had sparred in the 
hotel. 

Freeman jerked about, surprise cross- 
ing his face. He seemed as amazed to 
see Duke alive as Duke had been to see 
him a moment before. 

Then hell broke loose. 

Noel snapped forward in the chair and 
leaped to his feet. He fumbled with his 
gun. Freeman jerked out his weapon and 
opened fire. But Bill Duke had not stayed 
to be a target. He pumped the trigger of 
the .45. 

The lead screamed; fire burst from the 
gun-muzzle. Blood gurgled from Free- 
man’s lips. He grasped his shoulder, spun 
around and hit the floor. 


UKE whirled toward the bony sailor 

in the dungarees. It had all hap- 

pened in a second, and Noel, deathly 

afraid now, had calculated swiftly. He 
pointed his gun down at Kay. 

“Tf you shoot,” he gasped, “she dies. 
Drop your gun, dick—” 

Duke stared for a moment, his gray 
eyes flickering. Then he let the police 
positive drop from his hand. 

A gun roared at him as his own hit the 
floor. But Bill Duke was no longer there. 
He was catapulting forward. He landed 
down on Noel, smashed his fist square in- 
to the bony sailor’s face, clutched at his 
gun and jerked it away. Noel kicked out, 
and Duke, getting again to his feet, 
shoved him back with his foot. 

There was a sharp report from the 
door! A bullet jerked Duke around, spin- 
ning like a top, and then sent him crash- 
ing to the floor. He held Noel’s gun tight- 
ly, looked up into the blazing eyes of 
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Jerry Freeman. For a moment he was 
paralyzed. Freeman had risen again! 

Another bullet charged at him, but al- 
ready Duke was crawling forward, the 
gun in his hand. He maneuvered it up 
with a quick and expert twist of his wrist. 
His finger touched the trigger. A startled 
look flashed across Freeman’s face. He 
clutched his stomach. 

Duke managed to get to his feet. Free- 
man was sagging against the wall, hold- 
ing his stomach with one hand, trying to 
bring his gun up with the other. Duke 
clipped him on the jaw with his fist. 
Freeman dropped his weapon and 
thumped to the floor. 

Jack Sanders, his wrinkled face horror- 
stricken, came in through the door. “I’ve 
got to help—” Then he saw the writhing 
killers on the floor and stared down, 
silently. In a moment, admiration in his 
black eyes, he looked up at Bill Duke. 
“Freeman wasn’t very dead, was he?” 

“Not very,’ Duke said, handcuffing 
Freeman and Noel. 

He released Kay and helped her to her 
feet. She sank down in a chair, unable 
for a moment to speak. Duke untied the 
blonde girl. She was by no means speech- 
less. 

“Them dirty, rotten killers,” she ejacu- 
lated. “They were waiting for a motor- 
boat. Freeman went after it. They were 
going to take us down to the San Clem- 
ente Islands and hide our bodies where 
nobody would find them. That’s what they 
said. Geez, I’m sorry I worked for them. 
I thought Kay Raymond had killed my 
father. I watched your flat, Mr. Duke, 
and I tipped off Freeman because I 
thought he was a friend of my father. 
Then after they had taken her, I called 
the police so they’d know what you’d been 
doing—hiding a killer. Geez, I’m sorry!” 

Bill Duke arched an eyebrow. “So 
you’re Peggy Wall? Why did you try to 
tell me you were his sweetheart when 
you came to the hotel room to kill Kay?” 

“Because I wanted to keep my identity 
secret until I had avenged my father.” 


AY RAYMOND looked up. “You look 
terrible, Bill,” she said softly. “I’m 
sorry I’ve put you through all this.” She 


closed her lovely green eyes for a moment, 
then opened them, “I shudder to think of 
it. When they came to your flat to kidnap 
me, they had you in the car, then. You 
were unconscious, and I thought I’d 
never see you again. They caught Peggy 
here, and had to tie her up when she 
found out the truth. Noel watched us here 
while Jerry Freeman disposed of you, 
then went after the boat.” 

“Yeah,” Duke came in, “with that boat 
he was going to take you and Peggy out 
where you'd never be found, The cops 
would think you had disappeared, had 
run away from the murder. That would 
seem to make your guilt a cinch, which 
would clear Freeman. He was probably 
going to run you out here to the San 
Clemente Islands, They’re unpopulated; 
nothing grows on them. They’re barren 
and desolate the year around. Lying in 
one of the San Clemente Island caves, 
you’d never have been found!” 

Kay Raymond shuddered, and Peggy 
Wall gulped. 

“But to get back to what happened,” 
Duke went on, “Peggy was following me 
around, thinking you, Kay, were guilty 
and Freeman innocent. That was why she 
called Freeman up and told him I was 
coming over, They knew then—Freeman 
and Noel—that I was getting too hot, so 
they decided to kill me.” 

Duke and Sanders lifted the killers to 
their feet. Freeman was groaning in 
agony and holding his stomach; Noel, 
blood-spattered, was grimly silent. Duke 
looked at them, 

“Neat little setup, wasn’t it?” Duke 
went on. “You knew I’d be around, so you 
laid a trap for me, Freeman was to lie 
on the floor with something that looked 
like blood running from his neck; and 
when I bent over to look at him closer— 
because the light was dim—it was sup- 
posed to be a cinch for you to pop up and 
have a dead shot on me, wasn’t it, Noel? 
Only I was a bit quicker than you had 
reckoned Pd be, and that was tough. But 
as for you Freeman, in all my experience 
with killers, I never knew of one so rotten 
that he’d frame a girl for murder just so 
he could get possession of a chain of 
dance halls!” 


MURDER MAIDEN 


Jerry Freeman looked up, his agonized 
face white. “Oh, shut up! I was going to 
see that she got to China. A lot of women 
around this place could ask for worse.” 

Kay cut in on him. “I told you about 
the gun I saw him with before I escaped 
from his house, Bill. It was that he used 
while I fired blanks. I’m sure the caliber 
of it is different from the one I used, and 
ballistics can prove it was he who killed 
Wall. I saw him throw something away 
while we were driving in the car— 
while you were unconscious. I was trying 
to put powder on you so that if you ever 
recovered, you would know I had been 
near. What he threw away looked like a 
towel.” 

“Something he used to cover the gun 
when he fired it in the dance hall,” Duke 
said. “Do you remember where it was he 
threw it?” 

“Oh, no, Everything was so confused, 
so—” 

“Its all right,” Bill Duke said quietly. 
“As you’ve mentioned, ballistics are proof 
enough to hang them both—if you and 
Sanders and Peggy and I aren’t enough 
as witnesses to their crime.” 

Peggy Wall suddenly screamed and 
rushed at Freeman. It was all Duke could 
do to pull her off. 

“He killed my father!” she sobbed. 

Freeman, white and shaken, sagged 
back, kept holding his stomach, The bony 
Noel, his black eyes glittering, was silent, 
and stood straight, 
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Bill Duke wiped his forehead of sweat, 
looked at Kay, and then turned to San- 
ders. “I guess you’d better get the police 
so we can run these rats in.” 


HE chief said he hadn’t meant to be 

so harsh on the phone. Bill Duke 
didn’t know whether he had or not—not 
that it mattered. Duke’s reputation was 
unimpaired, and because everything had 
happened so rapidly, Kay wasn’t made to 
look bad in the papers. 

Later, when some of Duke’s wounds 
had healed, he and Kay went for a walk 
down the pike. Kay, her lovely red hair 
blowing softly in the breeze, her green 
eyes very sober, was trying to decide 
whether she wanted to be an actress or 
a cop’s wife. 

“It is not as though you were an ordi- 
nary detective,” she said. 

“That’s right,” he said, “and we can 
have a cottage on the waterfront, and—” 

But suddenly he stopped, stiffened. A 
loudspeaker was booming out on the pike 
from a bowling alley. Sailors and their 
girls were milling up and down. The 
crack-crack-crack of target-practice shots 
blended with the sounds of a roller coast- 
er’s squealing wheels, the hoarse voice 
of a girl trying to sell ice cream, and the 
laughter and chatter of people. But Bill 
Duke heard only the song in the loud 
speakers. It was blaring: 

“Hey, babe; say, babe; say you'll be 
my babe... .” 





By James Dyson 


When tragic Doris Poore 
asked Private Detective Colin 
Corey to solve her husband's 
dare-devil death, the sleuth 
prepared a frameup with 
murder itself. For Corey had p 
to let airplane cameramen 
photograph him, high in the 
air, clutched in the talons of 
the Grim Reaper—without a 


parachute. . , 


iD. 


lawyer instead of coming to you,” 
Doris Poore said to Colin Corey, 
“but since you were a stunt man with the 
others before becoming a private detec- 
tive, I thought you would understand bet- 
ter. I took it for granted that the matter 
was closed; but now I don’t know whether 
I’m up against murder, criminal negli- 
gence, attempted blackmail, or just Phil 
Sowers’ idea of a joke. It’s mighty seri- 
ous to me though, Colin. It’s my husband 
that’s dead.” 
Corey nodded understandingly and 
patted her hand. 


“P ERHAPS I should have seen a 





“You came to me,” he assured her, “be- 
eause I’m your friend. That’s the way it 
should be.” 

A warm smile flashed through the 
tragedy in her eyes, as she lowered her 
slim figure into the chair beside Corey’s 
desk. Her voice, gentle as it was, drowned 
out a faint click and a soft whirring of 
well-oiled gears as she demanded: 

“Why should Phil keep silent for a year 
and a half, and then do a thing like this 
to me, just as the wound is beginning to 
heal?” 

“Thats easy to answer,’ Corey said 
grimly. “Because he’s a rat! But you 
haven’t told me yet just what happened.” 

“You know how Dick died?” 

“Just what you and others have told 
me.” 

Doris bit her lip. Tears welled into her 
eyes. She dabbed at them with a lacy 
wisp of handkerchief before she went on: 

“Dick assured me it would be an easy 
stunt. He was to shoot Unamak Rapids 
in a canoe. They were to stretch a rope, 
with loops attached, every few feet across 
the river, two hundred yards above the 
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falls. Dick would get his arm through 
a loop as the canoe passed, and they 
would pull him ashore.” 

“But he missed the line and went over 
the falls,” Corey finished for her. 

She nodded. “They told me it was an 
accident, and I believed them.” 

“And now?” 


“Yesterday Phil Sowers called me on 
the phone and said he had proof that it 
wasn’t an accident. He told me a certain 
person would be glad to pay plenty, rather 
than have him ‘spill the beans.’ He asked 
me if I’d divide the money with him, and 
I said that if he could prove it was the 
studio’s fault, and they made a settle- 
ment with me, he could have half of what 
I received. Then he suggested that I go to 
his apartment this morning to talk it 
over, and he would show me the proof.” 

“And you went?” 

“Yes—I went. He wasn’t home. I got 
him at the phone at the Rialto Studios, 
and he told me to forget it. I became 
insistent, and he got quite nasty.” 

“TII talk to Sowers right away,” Corey 
assured her. “Phil was on location at 
Unamak at the time, so it’s just possible 
that he does have something. Being a 
stunt man himself, he would know why 
another man’s stunt went wrong.” 


ORIS POORE rose to leave, and 

standing beside him, she made 
Corey look small—so small you wondered 
how he ever got by as a private investi- 
gator. That is, you wondered until you 
learned that for ten years he had been 
Hollywood’s most sensational daredevil— 
the man who doubled for actresses in 
those old serial thrillers—the man who 
took on the stunts that others refused, 
and got away with them because he 
used his head as well as his nerve and 
muscle. 

“Understand, Colin,” Doris told him, 
“it isn’t the money I’m after, much as 
I need that. I just want to be satisfied 
that Dick died as they said he did—died 
trying too hard to make a nest egg for 
me and the baby.” 


“T understand,” Corey replied. “But if 


some one’s negligence or malice made you 
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a widow, that person should be held re- 
sponsible.” 

He stopped talking suddenly, and a 
boyish grin spread over his face. He 
reached over among the books on his desk 
and pressed a button, lifted a rather large 
16 mm. Ciné Kodak for her to see, and 
announced: 

“You’re in the movies now.” 

She blushed a little and said: “Oh 
Colin, that was cruel-of you. I—I had no 
idea you were taking my picture. You 
should have let me touch up my face a 
bit first.” 

“Your face is beautiful just the way it 
is,” he replied gallantly. “But I assure 
you that the photography was quite unin- 
tentional. It works automatically when 
some one sits in the chair, and I was so 
delighted to see you that I forgot to turn 
the thing off. You see, I’ve been quite a 
camera nut ever since my movie days, 
and this was just a little experiment I 
rigged up.” 

“How I envy you men,” Doris laughed. 
“You always remain little boys; always 
play, even at work.” 

“But this is quite serious,” Corey pro- 
tested. “I use it at times when I question 
people. When they get through talking, 
I have expert lip-readers—deaf mutes— 
translate the silent lip movements into 
speech. It works, too. The photographic 
records have already been admitted as 
evidence in court. They furnish excel- 
lent proof that a conversation actually 
took place. They’re even better than dic- 
taphone transcriptions, at times, for they 
prove who did the talking. 

“The special size camera takes care of 
three hundred feet of 16 mm. film. When 
I raise enough money, I’m going to have 
the camera rigged for sound. I have other 
cameras, disguised, that I carry with me 
when I go out, just in case... .” 

“Colin, you’re a genius,” Doris ex- 
claimed enthusiastically. “I do hope you'll 
invite me to the preview.” 

“I certainly will,” he replied. “But right 
now Fd better go out to Hollywood and 
talk to Sowers.” 3 

When Doris had gone, he took a .88 
automatic from his desk drawer, ex- 
amined it, found it empty. He slapped 
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a clip of cartridges into the butt and 
placed the weapon in his shoulder hol- 
ster, 


OREY found Sowers on the Rialto 
lot. They were getting ready to 
shoot a scene, Cameras were placed be- 
fore an outdoor set representing a five- 
story hotel. Sowers was conferring with 
Leopold Riskoff, the director, when Corey 
interrupted. : 

Sowers’ hawklike face wore a mask of 
annoyance as Corey led him aside. Riskoff 
tore at his sleek hair and cursed at the 
delay. 

“Make it snappy!” Sowers growled. 
“Weve got to shoot this scene while we 
have the sun.” 

“It’s about that phone call you made 
to Doris Poore yesterday,” Corey said 
seriously. “It’s got her worried. I came 
here to get an explanation.” 

“Oh, that!” Sowers exclaimed blandly. 

“Yes, that!” 

“Listen,” Sowers’ tone was confiden- 
tial. “You wait right here until I get 
through this stunt. I’ve got an angle you 
ought to know about. I couldn’t explain 
it to Doris; she doesn’t know the racket 
like you and I.” 

“Okay,” Corey granted, “but don’t try 
to give me the slip.” 

Sowers gave him a look that said, 
“Nuts!” and returned to the group around 
the cameras. Leading the still gesticu- 
lating Riskoff by the arm, he drew him 
away from the others and engaged him 
in an earnest conversation, with frequent 
glances at Corey. 

Corey became suddenly interested in 
the book he was carrying. He held it in 
front of his chest and studied the back- 
bone of the gaudy jacket. 

Sowers broke away presently, to climb 
the ladder behind the set. Riskoff hesi- 
tated a moment, then walked behind the 
set himself, conferred a moment with the 
two wire men loafing at the foot of a 
plank ramp. The larger of the two nodded, 
and his eyelid lowered an instant. The 
smaller one seemed to protest a moment, 
then shrug as Riskoff turned his back. 

Sowers was now at the top, He reached 
up and grabbed the handle of an um- 
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brella that dangled from a boom rigged 
high above the set. 

A stunt veteran himself, Corey got the 
layout at a glance, The tip of the umbrella 
was secured to a wire, which ran over a 
pulley below the boom, then down to the 
two men behind the set. Sowers would 
grab the parasol handle and step off, 
hanging on while the wire men lowered 
him to the ground. The wire was amply 
strong, yet so fine it would not be picked 
up by the cameras. 

On the screen it would appear that the 
comedian, for whom Sowers was doubling, 
was using the umbrella as a parachute 
to float gently to earth. 

A good gag, but not much of a stunt. 
Anyone could hang onto that handle long 
enough to be lowered safely. 

Riskoff waved an arm, 
“Ready?” 

Sowers looked back and repeated the 
question. The two men behind the set 
grabbed the wire, braced their feet, and 
answered: “All set!” 

“Shoot!” Sowers shouted. 

Riskoff barked: “Camera!” 


In an excellent imitation of the famous 
comedian’s mannerisms, Sowers held the 
parasol high and walked to the edge of 
the set, teetered there a while in comic 
indecision. Then he stepped off. 

There was an instant of silence, fol- 
lowed by the scream of wire flying un- 
checked over the pulley, an anguished cry 
from behind the set, a squirming figure 
hurtling through the air, a nauseating 
thud. 

A strangled gasp arose from the little 
knot of onlookers, changed to excited 
shouts and the patter of running feet. No 
need to run. There was no life in that 
broken, grotesque heap that a moment 
before had been Phil Sowers. 


yelled: 


HERE were plenty of willing hands 

to pick up the body. The cause of the 

tragedy lay behind the set. Corey hur- 
ried in that direction. 

The smaller of the two wire men, a 

blond youth named Asmus, came around 

the edge of the set at a stumbling trot, 
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gazing at his raw, bloody hands, blub- 
bering. 

Corey grasped his shoulder, turned him 
away from the crowd about the corpse, 
said: “Better get over to the dispensary 
with those hands, kid.” 

Asmus looked up through tear-dimmed 
eyes, mumbled: “We shouldn’t have done 
it—that way! We couldn’t—hold him!” 

“Never mind that r now. Get over to the 
dispensary.” 

The kid nodded dully and stumbled off 
at the same dazed trot. 

Dominick Banta, the veteran wire man, 
big, beefy and bald, came along. His 
usually ruddy face was pale, oozing an 
icy dew. 

Corey glanced down, grabbed him by 
the wrist and ordered: “Let me see your 
hands!” 

Banta yanked the wrist free, continued 
the upward motion with a balled fist that 
landed on Corey’s chin—a crudely de- 
livered uppercut, but with two hundred 
pounds behind it. 

Caught entirely unawares, outweighed 
sixty pounds, Corey sat down hard, his 
book clattering metallically to the ground. 
He stayed down a moment shaking his 
head, blinking the film from his eyes. 

Banta didn’t wait. 

Corey picked himself up, recovered the 
book and placed it tenderly in his pocket, 
then went into the milling crowd around 
the body, looking for the giant wire man. 
He finally spied him being led around the 
corner of a sound stage by Riskoff, When 
Corey got there, the pair had disap- 
peared. 

Fifteen minutes later, Corey located 
Riskoff in a dressing room, drinking 
bonded bourbon from a bottle. 

The dapper director was not a popular 
figure. A former stunt aviator, and a good 
one, he held his present, well-paying job 
because he had married Gregory Graul- 
in’s only daughter. Graulin, sole owner of 
the Rialto studios, was past seventy and 
feeble. Riskoff’s wife was his sole heir; 
so people were very polite to Riskoff, and 
the director took that as a tribute to his 
self-admitted genius, He now offered the 
bottle to Corey with a patronizing air. 
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Corey shook his head and demanded: 
“Where’s Banta?” 

“I sent him home to get his hands fixed 
up. Wire burns. Too bad about Sowers.” 

“Yes, what went wrong?” 

“You saw it,” Riskoff answered. “The 
boys couldn’t hold the wire, Phil shouldn’t 
have changed it.” 

“Changed what?” 

“Why, you’re an old hand at the game. 
You know how they work those gags. 
They always crank slowly, and have the 
wire men walk up an incline.” 

“Yes?” 

“Well, that’s the way this was origi- 
nally planned.” 

“Why was it changed?” 

Riskoff shook his head, in exaggerated 
patience, and explained: 

“When Sowers got through talking to 
you, he came to me and said I should tell 
the boys to pay the wire through their 
hands—said walking with it slowed the 
action too much. I argued with him, but 
a stunt man has the say as to how he'll 
do his job.” 

Corey nodded for him to continue. 

“I didn’t have time to make an issue 
of the matter. The sun was getting low, 
and it would cost a couple of thousand 
to get this gang back here tomorrow. I 
just told the boys what Sowers wanted. 
What the hell, it’s his neck!” 

“Was his neck,” Corey corrected. 

“Yeh, too bad! Maybe it was just his 
time.” 

Corey nodded. “And right nicely timed, 
too!” 

“Meaning what?” Riskoff’s voice was 
hard. 

“Meaning that Banta was head wire 
man when something slipped up at Una- 


~ mak and Dick Poore went over the falls. 


Sowers let it be known that there was 
something screwy about that so-called ac- 
cident. I came out here to talk with 
Sowers, to see the proof he said he had, 
and Sowers has an accident before we 
can get together—and again Banta is 
head wire man.” 

“The trouble with you,” Riskoff 
sneered, “is that you’ve been a detective 
so long you’re suspicious of everything. 
I was director at Unamak myself, and 
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I assure you that Dick’s death was just 
as accidental as Sowers’ was today.” 

“Yes,” Corey agreed, “thats what I 
was thinking.” 


ISKOFF’S bottle-filled hand paused 

halfway to his mouth. His metallic 

black eyes narrowed in shrewd, quizzical 
wonder. 

“You’re a hard bird to figure out, 
Corey,” he said at length, dryly. 

“Shouldn’t be,” Corey grunted. “I’ve 
put my cards on the table. I’m going over 
to Sowers’ apartment now to look for that 
proof he spoke of, Then I’m going to 
get Banta and make him talk, I’ve an idea 
that the Rialto studios will pay compen- 
sation to Doris Poore for her husband’s 
death when I get through.” 

“You really flatter Banta,” Riskoff 
laughed. 

Corey merely shrugged, turned to go. 
He was halfway down the corridor when 
Riskoff hailed him, Corey waited while 
the director caught up, placed a familiar 
arm over his shoulder. 

“I say, old man,” he began oilily, “you 
wouldn’t mind helping a fellow out, and 
at the same time making yourself a buck, 
would you?” 

“Always willing to listen.” 

“Sowers put me in a hell of a hole by 
getting himself killed today,” Riskoff 
went on. “He was supposed to do another 
job tomorrow. You’re an old hand at the 
game. I’ll give you five grand for the 
stunt—just one day’s work.” 

Corey’s face remained a blank mask as 
he asked: “What’s the layout?” 

“Just a parachute jump and pickup by 
another plane,” Riskoff explained airily. 
“You jump at four thousand. I'll tail a 
grapple behind my plane and hook your 
*chute. Then you climb up the ’chute and 
rope, into my plane.” 

“You’re flying the pickup ship your- 
self?” 

“Yeh,” Riskoff replied. “I’ve flown you 
before on plane-change stunts. Thought 
you’d have confidence if I was at the 
stick.” 

“It does make me a little surer,” Corey 
agreed in a toneless voice, “I can use five 
thousand. What time tomorrow?” 
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“You'll do it then? Fine! Riskoff 
beamed. “With Sowers gone, you’re the 
only one around here can do a tough 
stunt like that. Be at the field at nine. 
You'd better get home now and get some 
sleep.” 

“Glad you suggested it. You lay off the 
bottle.” 

“Fair enough!” 

“Flying your own plane?” Corey asked. 

Riskoff said he was and took Corey in- 
to the office, where the usual agreement 
was drawn up. 


OREY didn’t go home, however. It 

was now getting dark, and he hada 
lot to do. He drove directly to Sowers’ 
apartment. The dead stunt man had 
lived alone in a bungalow court atthe 
foot of Hollywood Hills. When she heard 
the news of her tenant’s death, the man- 
ager furnished a pass key and would 
have acted as a voluble escort had not 
Corey’s glare sent her mumbling into 
her own quarters. 

Corey didn’t know exactly what he 
was searching for, but he deduced that 
anything a man regarded as “proof” ina 
lawsuit would be kept under lock and 
key. Trunks, on a high shelf over the 
wardrobe, looked like the best bet. 

It was in the second trunk, a small 
steamer affair. Corey recognized it at a 
glance for what it was. The coiled sec- 
tion of three-inch rope was the sort of 
life-line that would have been used at 
Unamak, Secured to the rope at three- 
foot intervals, were smaller lines, ending 
in loops that had been coiled into tight 
twists by the shrinking effect of water. 

Tied together in the trunk, was a 
stack of metal rings, looking very much 
like bicycle tire rims, but only eight 
inches in diameter. Still pasted to the 
rings were the original paper labels 
of the manufacturer. 

Those rings, metal spreaders to keep 
the loops open, had never been placed, 
or water would have washed away the 
labels. z 

A motion picture of Dick Poore’s 
death flickered through Corey’s brain. 
Dick had sped down the forty-mile-an- 
hour current of the rapids in a frail 
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canoe, while cameras with telescopic 
lenses clicked on the shore. His hands 
numb from the icy, splashing waters, he 
had dropped his paddle at the last mo- 
ment, had poised to grab the life-line. 

He grabbed and hung on while the 
swift current ripped the canoe from un- 
der him. He reached under the surging 
water to find a loop—a place in which 
he could insert his arm and secure him- 
self while he was being dragged to 
safety. 

But there was no loop—only a double 
twist of spliced line that could not be 
uncoiled with stiffening fingers. He 
heaved himself over, clutched at the 
next dangling line. No loop there 
either. 

Dick Poore’s frozen fingers hung on as 
long as they could against the battering 
current. The raging torrent finally 
dragged him from the line, dashed him 
over the falls. They found his body 
hours later. 

It was Dominick Banta’s job to place 
those rings. Phil Sowers knew he hadn’t 
done so. He had obtained the evidence 
that would cost the studio half a mil- 
lion dollars if Doris Poore should sue; 
evidence that would cost Banta a well- 
paying job and forever blacklist him 
in Hollywood. 

Why Sowers had kept silent all these 
months, Corey didn’t know; but it wasn’t 
hard to guess.... 

Corey gathered up the evidence, 
tapped his pocket to make sure the book 
he carried was still there, and, after 
leaving the key with the manager, strode 
out to his sedan. 

He opened the front door, tossed the 
rope and rings toward the back seat, 
started to climb in. 

There was a sudden stirring in the 
rear. Corey’s scalp tightened as he 
looked up into the muzzle of a revolver, 
its nickeled surface reflecting the light 
of a distant street lamp. 

“Keep your mitts up! Get inside be- 
hind the wheel!” 

The voice belonged to Dominick 
Banta. 

Corey complied. There was nothing 
else to do. He was already too far inside 
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to back out of the car in time. The 
weapon was too far away to be grabbed 
quickly. He inched his hand, though, to- 
ward the shoulder holster under his 
coat. 

“Don’t do it!” Banta warned. “Don’t 
go for that gun, or Pll blast you through 
the windshield!’ 

His hands raised as far as the top 
would permit, Corey sat down and slid 
behind the wheel. 

There was a moment of stiff, heavy 
silence, that Banta broke with a satanic 
chuckle. 

“Nice work, Corey,” he laughed. “It’s 
a good thing I got here in time to see you 
go inside. You brought the stuff out to 
me, saved me the trouble of looking for 
it myself. 

“Always like to help a pal,” Corey 
jeered. 

“Pal, hell! You’d fry me in a minute 
if I gave you the chance, Don’t move— 
not a quiver now. I’m reachin’ for your 
gun.” 

Immediately, there came the cold pres- 
sure of a muzzle on the back of Corey’s 
neck, and the chill sent shivers dancing 
down his spine, 


ANTA reached over cautiously from 
behind and lifted Corey’s auto- 
matic from its holster. Corey glanced 
down at the groping hand, saw it was 
covered with a thin, white cotton glove— 
the kind pall-bearers wear. He could 
see that the hand was not bandaged, nor 
the glove stained. 

His own elevated hands itched to grab 
at the thick wrist, but he resisted the 
suicidal impulse. 

“What now?” he asked. 

“Now I’m going to blow your head 
off,” Banta answered grimly. “I know 
you’re wise that I let Sowers drop— 
knew it when you asked to see my hands. 
This stuff shows me you know why. If 
Phil hadn’t been so smart about that 
Unamak slip-up, you and him might both 
have lived.” 

“Well, that’s the way it goes,” Corey 
said, trying to keep a cheerful tone in his 
voice. “Here today, gone tomorrow!” 
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Headlights approached from in front. 

“Gone just as soon as that car gets 
past,” Banta contradicted. “And if you 
make a false move, and the guy stops, 
why that’s just one more I got to kill.” 

“That’s the trouble with murder,” 
Corey observed, “once you start it, you 
have to keep on doing it to cover up; 
but you can’t always cover up.” 

The car was past now. 

“Can the preachin’!” Banta growled. 
“I ain’t slippin’ up this time. I wear 
gloves—no fingerprints. I shoot you with 
your own gun—no tracin’ the bullets 
to me.” 

The hopeless stupor Corey had been 
fighting changed to a fierce feeling of 
elation. He couldn’t let the fellow change 
his mind on that last idea. He said: 

“You’re smarter than I thought you 
were, Banta.” 

Then he watched the shadows behind 
through the rear-view mirror, felt the 
pressure of one gun go off his neck, to 
be replaced immediately by the fresh 
coldness of the other muzzle. He felt 
Banta shift the grip from his left hand 
to his right and knew that the first gun 
had been laid down momentarily. 

His nerves keyed for that moment, his 
muscles tense, Corey spun around. He 
ignored the muzzle of his own automatic 
against his neck, for he remembered he 
had not pulled back the slide when he 
loaded the gun in his office—there was 
no cartridge in the chamber. 

But Banta didn’t know that. He found 
out in a moment, when he squeezed des- 
perately on the trigger and nothing hap- 
pened. He grabbed his own gun from 
the seat where he had placed it, but not 
before Corey had a chance to swing 
around in the front seat. 

Corey seized Banta’s left wrist in his 
own right hand as the frantic wire man 
raised his own revolver. Banta pulled 
the trigger blindly, and the air inside the 
car seemed to tear wide open. Powder, 
scorching gases, singed Corey’s ear, as 
the bullet plowed through the top of the 
sedan. 

But not even that blast in his ear could 
slow Cerey’s lightning movements. Hold- 
ing the imprisoned wrist firmly, he 


grasped the hand holding the revolver 
in his own left, bent it back suddenly. 

In a frenzy of thwarted murder, Banta 
kept on shooting. But the pressure on 
his hand had turned the gun upon him- 
self. His second bullet plowed through 
his own throat. 

Banta lived for an hour, but did no 
more talking; and Corey would. have 
liked to talk. 


ACK in the city, Corey dashed into 

his own small laboratory, which 

adjoined his office. Reaching into his 
pocket, he tossed the book on the table. 

“See what we have here, will you?” he 
asked. 

David Lundgren, his assistant, who 
did his developing, glanced at the jacket 
and said: 

“Looks like Gone With the Wind.” 

“I almost was,” Corey laughed, “and I 
might be tomorrow. Right now, I’ve got 
plenty to do.” 

He outlined what he was working on. 

“Rush that job over to the institute as 
soon as it’s ready,” he instructed, “even 
if you have to get the mutes out of bed. 
When they have it doped out, rush the 
results to Cahuenga Airport. Bring the 
police if the film shows anything to jus- 
tify such action. Pll be at the airport the 
rest of the night.” 

“Right.” 

Corey sprinted to his office and un- 
hooked the wire from the visitor’s chair. 
He reloaded the camera with an over- 
size reel of motion-picture film. Placing 
the camera and the wire in his pocket, 
he dashed for the car. 

The airport where Riskoff kept his 
plane was a private one. It was now 
nearly midnight. A sleepy watchman 
was the only person present. The fellow 
had been around a long time, and he 
remembered Corey. 

“Listen, Jake,” Corey said to him, 
“Phil Sowers got killed today. I’m taking 
his place on a stunt tomorrow. I’ve got 
to make a jump. Have you got two 
’chutes around here?” 

“Sure. What do you want, a twenty- 
two and a twenty-eight?” 

“That’s right.” 
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Jake disappeared in the hangar office, 
to emerge presently lugging two packed 
parachutes. 

“Got a place I can fold them myself?” 
Corey asked. 

“Oh, they’re packed okay,” Jake pro- 
tested mildly. “Scotty does ’em. He’s a 
licensed rigger.” 

“TPI pack them over myself—then PI 
know they’ll open.” 

“Can’t say that I blame you,” Jake 
agreed. “It’s your neck. The folding 
table is kinda cluttered up, but I can 
clear it off.” 

“Thanks.” 

They went inside the other hangar, 
and Jake flashed on the lights. 

“Oh, by the way,” Corey asked cas- 
ually, “which ship are they using for 
the pickup tomorrow?” 

“Armstrong’s—that Consolidated over 
there. Banta was out this morning to rig 
up the hook.” 

“That’s been changed,” Corey an- 
nounced, refraining from speaking the 
profane remarks passing through his 
head. “Riskoff’s making the pickup. 
Which is his plane?” 

Jake pointed to a low-wing cabin job. 

Jake left, said he had to make his 
rounds and hang around the office in 
ease the phone rang. 

Corey worked feverishly, but prepara- 
tions for the morrow took him until 
almost daylight. He removed the rope, 
which terminated in a three-prong grap- 
ple hook, from Armstrong’s plane, and 
secured it to the landing gear of Ris- 
koff’s ship. 

He remained inside the four-place 
cabin awhile, tinkering, then ran a wire 
out to where the rope was fastened to 
a strut, carefully concealing it in the 
stream-lined fairing. Interrupted occa- 
sionally by Jake making the rounds, he 
had to use the electric drill at odd mo- 
ments. That job complete, he refolded 
the ’chutes. Then, using one for a pillow, 
he stretched himself on the table for a 
few hours of sleep. 


OREY climbed out of the cockpit 
and stood on the wing of the bi- 
plane. Below, and to one side, were the 
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two camera planes. Still farther down, 
at the two-thousand-foot level, was 
Riskoff in the pickup ship. 

Corey waved his arm. There was an 
answering signal from each of the cam- 
eramen. Corey crouched on the trailing 
edge of the wing and stepped off into 
space. 

He suddenly found he was enjoying 
himself hugely—that exhilarating sen- 
sation of the clean air whistling past 
his ears, of the earth rotating crazily, 
now above, now below, as he seemed to 
float, motionless, in space. For a few 
delicious moments he was a stunt man 
again, not a manhunter. 

With regret he reached up and tugged 
at the ring over his breast. The harness 
tightened on him with a snap. Above 
him, clean white silk bellied out into 
the air. 

Cameras ground away in the two 
planes spiralling down near-by, follow- 
ing his descent. 

Riskoff’s plane appeared below, fly- 
ing directly toward him. Corey had an 
anxious moment of wondering whether 
that churning propeller would chew up 
his parachute. This was going to be 
close. 

But Riskoff pulled up at the last mo- 
ment—pulled up too high, nearly stalled. 
The hook missed, 

The plane fell off on one wing and 
circled for another try, while Corey 
floated slowly toward the earth. 

Closer than ever this time .... The 
parachute billowed in the prop wash as 
Riskoff flew close overhead, his landing 
gear skimming the silk. But the hook 
caught, One tine of the grapple pierced 
the silk and ripped its way through, to 
hold at the top vent-ring. 

Corey reached for the shroud lines and | 
started to climb as the camera planes 
closed in. Hand over hand he went up, | 
six—eight—ten feet. 

But it was hard going, impossible 
going. The weight of the extra ‘chute 
strapped to his breast, the wind as he 
was dragged through the air at eighty 
miles an hour, spun him around like the 
tail of a kite. 


(epee maureen’ Si NE A 


Sliding back to the end of the shrouds, 
Corey fumbled with the buckles, 
shrugged out of the harness. The spare 
parachute, his sole measure of safety, 
was dropped. 

Watching it fall, Corey made a quick 
estimate of his present altitude, now 
less than a thousand feet. He glanced 
upward at the plane from which he 
dangled, and cursed Riskoff. That fool, 
waving down at him from the cabin win- 
dow, was pushing the stick forward, 
gently but steadily, losing precious 
altitude. ` 

Corey began the climb again. Unen- 
cumbered, the shroud lines were easy. 
He went up them like a monkey up a 
pole. The silk was harder. The wind- 
filled folds of silk cloth offered nothing 
to grasp. Every hand-hold had to be 
fought for. 

Suddenly a wet spray drenched Corey, 
almost blinded him before he could close 
his eyes. Gasoline! Riskoff had dumped 
his tanks. 

The drone of the engines became a 
sputter, a barking cough, died out alto- 
gether with a gasp. Out of gas! Riskoff 
put the nose down immediately, just a 
bit more than was necessary to glide 
without danger of stalling. 

Climbing feverishly, fighting for each 
hand-hold, Corey opened his smarting 
eyes and estimated the angle of glide— 
saw that Riskoff was heading for a flat 
space in the valley, five miles from the 
airport, and out of sight from it because 
of the intervening line of jagged hills. 

They had less than four hundred feet 
of air under them when Corey’s aching 
fingers clutched the hook. Riskoff was 
leaning out, watching, his swarthy face 
‘tense. 

This was where Corey had planned to 
rest. He still had fifty feet of rope be- 
tween him and the plane—less than four 
hundred feet between him and the 
ground. That ground was close enough 
now to look hard. It was generously 
sprinkled with stones. Emphatically, not 
a place to be dragged beneath a plane 
coming in for a dead-stick landing. 

With aching fingers Corey grasped the 


rope and pulled himself up, hand over 
stiffening hand. 

Riskoff stopped watching now. He 
pulled his head inside, and the plane 
side-slipped—lost two hundred feet in 
one sidewise swoop. 

With the blood pounding in his tem- 
ples, his lungs bursting from the exer- 
tion, Corey condemned Riskoff to the 
eternal fires and drove his numbing arms 
and hands ever upward. Reach, grab, 
pull up, reach again .. . . His compact 
body seemed to weigh a ton. 

At last his fingers touched the knot, 
reached above it and grasped a landing- 
gear strut. Riskoff had already flattened 
out to land. Corey felt the ground drag- 
ging at his feet. With a last dispairing 
effort, he kicked his feet high over his 
head, caught a shoe over a strut, and 
locked it with his other foot. Then he 
straightened his arms and arched his 
back as the wheels touched and bounced, 


EN the plane stopped rolling, 

Corey dropped the few inches to 

the ground, where he lay a moment, 

gasping, flexing his numbed fingers. He 

unbuckled his parachute harness and 

wriggled out, scrambled to his feet in 
front of the wing. 

Overhead, the camera planes were 
circling madly, as if the pilots wondered 
whether to risk a landing in that small, 
clear space already occupied. One broke 
away presently and streaked for the 
airport. 

Riskoff had already climbed from the 
cabin, was standing on the wing now, 
looking back over the ground on which 
his plane had just bounced—looking for 
Corey’s body. 

Corey stood up and said: “Here I am. 
Didn’t you think I would make it?” 

Risko swung around at the voice. 
His eyes bugged out like squeezed 
grapes. The blood drained from his 
tanned face. He forced a sickly smile 
and said: 

“Gosh, I’m glad to see you again, old 
man. I had to land. Got so excited watch- 
ing you climb that I kicked the gasoline 
dump-valve.” 
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“You wouldn’t do a thing like that 
on purpose?” 

“On purpose? Man, are you crazy?” 

“I was beginning to think so about the 
time that gasoline smacked me in the 
face,” Corey snapped. 

Then he noticed the blackjack partly 
concealed in Riskoff’s palm. 

“What was the sap intended for?” he 
asked. “To finish me off in case I was 
still breathing?” 

Riskoff looked down guiltily. His face 
reddened. Then his lips twisted into a 
snarl, and he took a step forward, poised 
on the front of the wing, and raised the 
weapon over his head. He leaped, and 
the blackjack was swung in an arc meant 
to include Corey’s head. 

Corey stepped back quickly. His foot 
came down on a stone, and he fell over 
backwards, the cursing Riskoff on top 
of him, straddling his chest. 

The first blow had missed. Clawing 
for Corey’s face, Riskoff raised the other 
hand to strike again. Corey jerked his 
head aside, and the blackjack dented the 
hard ground beside his ear. 

Corey freed an arm from under Ris- 
koff’s knee and threw a punch at the 
livid face snarling over him. Riskoff 
straightened, dodged the blow. But as he 
went back, Corey heaved one leg upward 
and locked the heel under his assailant’s 
chin. Quickly he re-enforced that leg 
with the other one and pulled Riskoff 
over backwards. 

Squirming quickly from under the 
weight of the other’s haunches, Corey 
grabbed for a foot and locked a toe hold 
on the struggling director. Then he 
inched down until he had Riskoff’s head 
between his thighs. Locking his feet, he 
poured on the agonizing pressure of a 
head scissors, changed Riskoff’s curses 
to screams, then grunts, then gasps, as 
he twisted the captured toe. 

Riskoff went limp. Corey untangled his 
legs and scrambled to his feet, picking 
up the fallen blackjack on the way. 

A siren sounded in the distance. 

With the pressure off his head, con- 
sciousness quickly returned to Riskoff. 
He sat up, blinking and gasping. 


Corey stood over him and asked: “Do 
you want some more?” 

Riskoff recoiled and shook his head. 

After a moment, he said: “You’ve got 
nothing on me. As far as the rest of the 
world is concerned, spilling the gas was 
an accident, and you got sore about it 
and attacked me after we landed. That’s 
my story—let’s see you prove different.” 

“We’ll see when that squad car arrives, 
It wouldn’t be coming if I was wrong.” 

“So what?” 

“Tve got a movie camera concealed in 
the cabin of your plane, wired so it 
would start when your grapple picked 
up the weight of me and my ’chute. I in- 
stalled it last night. It carries enough 
film for fifteen minutes—plenty of time 
to show how you tripped the gas, how 
you deliberately side-slipped to get down 
before I could finish the climb. 

Riskoff paled, started to his feet. 

Corey balanced the blackjack and told 
him to sit down, adding: 

“Pll bet ten to one you tripped that 
gas dump on purpose, just like I’m bet- 
ting you put Banta up to dropping 
Sowers—and all because Sowers had the 
goods on you on the Unamak stunt, and 
you were afraid Doris would sue you for 
half a million, and collect.” 

“You’re nuts!” Riskoff jeered, but 
without conviction. “Why should I care 
if Doris does collect? The studio would 
pay—not me.” 

“Because you’re the studio, or will be 
when Graulin kicks off, which won’t be 
long. Any settlement would be just as 
good as out of your pocket, and plenty of 
murders have been committed for lesser 
stakes. You paid off Sowers for fifteen 
months, to keep his mouth shut. Then 
when he upped the ante, threatened to 
tell unless you came across, you and 
Banta killed him.” 

“You’re bluffing!” Riskoff insisted 
weakly. “You can’t prove I had anything 
to do with Sowers’ death. Doris might 
sue me and collect; even you might, if 
that camera of yours was working, but 
you can’t pin a murder rap on me, be- 
cause you can’t prove that Sowers didn’t 
order that wire change himself.” 
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HE police car rolled up. Lundgren 

jumped out, seemed surprised to 

see Corey still alive. After pounding his 
back, calling him a lucky stiff, he said: 

“That camera stunt of yours sure is 
great stuff. I developed the roll you took 
at the studio, and had the mutes read it. 
They got every word Sowers said before 
he went up for his stunt, and there 
wasn’t a thing said about changing the 
wire handling. Sowers was blackmailing 
Riskoff right before the camera—said if 
he didn’t come across with a hundred 
grand, he would be a witness when Doris 
Poore sued. That’s a good murder motive 
in any language. That’s why I brought 
the cops.” 

Riskoff looked around, bewildered. 

“That book I was carrying,” Corey re- 
minded him. “It was a prop book, with a 
movie camera inside.” 

“And that shot of Riskoff talking to 
Banta just before Sowers was killed,” 
Lundgren continued, “showed Banta 
nodding and winking, while Asmus pro- 
tested.” 

“That ought to make the case com- 
plete,” Corey commented. “Especially 
since both Banta and Riskoff tried to kill 
me later.” 

“Say, when did you suspect this bird 
of ordering Banta to let Sowers drop?” 
Lundgren wanted to know. 

“When Riskoff said Banta’s hands 
were wire-burned, after I had seen they 
were not,” Corey grinned. “The hunch 
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got stronger when he asked me to do 
the stunt—stronger still when he said 
he’d fly the pickup plane himself. What 
a perfect setup for making murder look 
like an accident! By the way, that’s one 
for the book—committing murder before 
witnesses and deliberately having the 
crime filmed for all the world to see.” 

“But why did you tackle the stunt, if 
you thought he would try to kill you?” 

“Because I knew the cameras would be 
on me; that he would have to make it 
look like an accident. The only way to 
do that would be to rig the grapple to 
let go, or to make a quick landing and 
drag me. By rigging the grapple myself, 
I made that safe. I thought the extra 
’chute would guard against the other 
contingency. But I had to drop the ’chute 
to make the climb. I took a big chance 
there, which I guess we’ll have to blame 
to professional pride.” 

Protesting incoherently that he want- 
ed to see his lawyer, Riskoff was led to 
the police car. 

Corey said: “Don’t forget, you owe 
me five thousand for this stunt, to say 
nothing of the fat settlement you’ll have 
to make on Doris Poore and her baby 
for the botched-up job that killed Dick. 
That won’t leave you much to pay your 
lawyer.” 

“Now what,” asked the police ser- 
geant, “would you do with five thousand 
dollars?” 

“Wire my cameras for sound.” 





Officer Danny McFee suspected his beautiful wife of wearing ...+« 


The Judas Brand 


By Clem Beal 


BRUPTLY, Plainclothes man 
A Danny McFee halted his swing- 
ing stride up the black tunnel of 
the alley. His forehead was festooned 
with clammy sweat at the belated 
thought that if the chief found him down 
there ahead of the others, it would be as 
good as evidence that he was tipping off 
“Digger” Charlie—especially if the trap 
should spring on thin air again. Danny 
McFee began silently calling himself 
names as he flitted once more toward 
the deserted dimly lighted waterfront 
street. 

He was halfway up the gorgelike alley 
when the soft thud of hurrying feet 
ahead of him flattened his hard body 
against the side of the warehouse. He 
held his breath, striving to quiet the 
thumping of his heart as his eyes bored 
into the darkness. 

A shadowy figure took brief outline as 
it hurried past; and Danny stood there 
weakly, staring with smarting eyes and a 
lump in his throat. Something like a 
groan vibrated from his tensed lips as he 
hesitated there, stricken motionless by 
this abrupt shattering of his convictions. 
For Olga had come—and her breath- 
less haste told him in letters of fire 
against his brain on what mission she 
had come. 

As though trying to recover from a 
physical blow, Danny shook his head like 
a spaniel until once more he could think 
clearly. Then he deliberately turned, eas- 
ing after the slim figure that the dark- 
ness had swallowed. The police must not 
find Olga there. For himself, it didn’t 
matter. But Olga—Somehow, he had to 
get her away before police bullets tore 
through her soft, young body. 

A whisper of sound jerked him up rig- 
idly. He peered around the corner in time 
TDA 
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to see the black outline of a narrow 
door swing shut in the river end of the 
warehouse. It was as though it had shut 
againat the foolish happiness of the past 
year of his life. 

Danny’s long fingers clenched spas- 
modically, nails biting into his palms. His 
bronzed face burned, then blanched as 
the developments of the afternoon seared 
through his brain. The chief’s terse warn- 
ing grated again in his ears: 

“I hate to say this, Danny, but I got 
lo. Your wife was seen with Digger Char- 
lie the very day we had our trap set for 
him. I’m warning you that if we fail 
again tonight, we’ll have to investigate 
Olga’s relations with him. Weve kept 
tonight’s showdown under cover, even 
from our own men. They won’t know 
what it’s all about till we get ready to go. 
If there’s a leak this time—” 

McFee had almost struck the chief, had 
mastered his rage just in time. White- 
faced, he had turned away, the fires of 
hell in his breast. For the chief was put- 
ting him and Olga on the spot with Dig- 
ger Charlie. 

Because Olga was not home when he 
returned at supper time, Danny found 
himself half believing that she was not 
on the level. For the first time, he won- 
dered if he had not been a fool for 
marrying a girl about whom he knew 
nothing, other than the fact that he 
had found her working in a beer joint 
that was the known hangout of Dig- 
ger Charlie. 

But Danny knew that he had not ex- 
pected to find Olga down here, trying to 
warn Digger Charlie of the police trap. 
He had come, just as a last resort, be- 
cause he had previously visited every 
known resort of the dope smuggler and 
had not found her. 
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ANNY McFEE stole around the 
corner, glancing at the luminous 
dial of his watch. The chief and his men 
were due any minute, to set the trap, and 
Danny should have reported at head- 
quarters ten minutes ago to join them. 
According to the tip-off, Digger Charlie 
would be rowing in from the tramp 
steamer out there in the river abreast the 
warehouse on the full of the tide, to cache 
his smuggled shipment of dope some- 
where in the great, weather-beaten shell 
lurching out over the black water. 

Catlike, McFee darted for the door, his 
feet silent on the floor of decayed wood 
and cinders. For a heartbeat of time he 
listened, heard the soft thud of cautious 
footsteps retreating into the cavernous 
maw of the great building. He heard the 
rumble of voices, and for an instant, light 
filtered dimly through the cracks of the 
door. Then he slipped inside, closing the 
door silently. 

He crept forward into the stygian 
gloom, his direction gauged by the faint 
rustling movements ahead. He wanted to 
cry out in the agony of his heart, to call 
her name, but reason told him that it 
would mean suicide—and possibly death 
for Olga. Suppose the chief had delib- 
erately lied to him about the time. Sup- 
pose the trap were already set, the chief 
and his men even now in ambush. 

Like a hunger-desperate animal, Dan- 
ny inched silently forward over the plank 
flooring. The sudden, loud gurgle of the 
river warned him in the nick of time of 
the opened trapdoor. Another step, and 
he would have plunged through. ... 

So abruptly as to be unreal, he heard 
Olga’s voice; whispered, desperate with 
pleading: “You’ve got to believe me, I 
tell you. The police know about your plans 
tonight. They’ll be here any minute. 
Would I run the risk of coming here, if 
I didn’t know? Hurry, you fool! Warn 
Charlie and—and the others before it’s 
too late.” 

“I suppose your cat-footiag husband 
give you the dope; sent you down here as 
a special favor—he likes us so much!” 

Danny recognized the sneering voice 
of Slim Breen, who was more ruthless 
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than Digger Charlie himself, if that were 
possible, : 
“Yes, yes! It’s on the level. Danny got 
it from headquarters just a few hours 
ago. I’ve been everywhere trying to find 
Charlie — in time. And now you only 
stand there and let them walk right into 
death.” i 
“Listen, sister,” Breen’s voice rasped, 
“I don’t know what your game is, but 


- you’re all wet. Right now, the flatfoots 


are sucking their thumbs across the riv- 
er, waiting for the Digger to land the 
stuff there. We found the stool that’s been 
leaking on us—and now he’s our pigeon. 
We know how to handle things like that, 
the Digger and me. Why, he was just 
tickled to pieces to give the dicks a phony 
steer for us after we got through with 
him. That sneaking husband of yours 
has been making a fool out of you, if you 
ask me!” 

Danny tensed, hardly believing his 
ears. So the chief had framed him— 
hadn’t trusted him with tonight’s racket, 
after all. The pulse at his temple throbbed 
fiercely for a moment, then subsided as 
cold anger rippled through his body. But 
he couldn’t afford to think about that— 
now. There was work to be done that no 
one man had any business to tackle, un- 
less he were tired of living. Danny McFee 
smiled faintly there in the darkness. The 
chief not only had tricked him—he had 
practically signed his death warrant at 
the same time. And McFee wondered 
how a man felt—after he had sent a man 
to his death. 

Before he could plan his action, there 
came the muffled thump of oarlocks and 
the gurgling swish of water around care- 
fully dipped blades. 

“Stay right where you are, sister!” 
Breen’s low-pitched voice grated. “Char- 
lie’ll be wanting to see you again.” 

The beam of a flashlight stabbed 
through the darkness, playing down into 
the water. Danny McFee was aware of 
vague relief that the lifted trapdoor 
threw his side of the opening into deep 
shadow. 

The bow of a big skiff shot into the 


open, and Digger Charlie’s squat body 
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vaulted through the trap, his thick face 
showing wolfishly for an instant in the 
blaze of light. He was followed by a 
younger man, whose slender body seemed 
to quiver with nervousness. 

“Weve got it!” Digger Charlie gloated, 
unbuttoning his coat to pat the bulging 
pockets of a canvas money belt. “Enough 
to net us ten grand . . . Who’s that!” 
he snapped suddenly, blunt fingers dart- 
ing for the automatic under his arm. 

“Don’t be so damned nervous!” Breen 
spat. “It’s only the jane come to warn 
us about the dicks. She didn’t know about 
the phony steer.” 

Digger Charlie lunged toward Olga and 
pulled her into the circle of light. Her 
eyes were big and luminous with fear. 
Ier faltering voice ripped through Dan- 
ny’s heart. 

“T warned you, like you said, Charlie. 
Now you’ve got to do your part—keep 
your promise.” 

“Sure, sure! But we can’t hang around 
here. Come along, sweetheart. After I 
plant the snow, we’ll run up to my place, 
eh? Maybe well celebrate a little, just to 
show there’s no hard feelings.” 

Olga winced as his fingers bruised the 
tender flesh of her arm. Digger Charlie’s 
grasp tightened. He laughed harshly, 
sneeringly; and at that laugh, something 
snapped in Danny McFee.... 


IKE a whip McFee’s six feet of sinu- 

ous body snapped out of the shadow, 
clearing the trapdoor by a matter of 
inches. His arm flashed upward in a 
swinging arc, crashing a fist flush on the 
point of Digger Charlie’s thick jaw. 

The gangster’s toes snapped from the 
floor, and he piled up with a thud at the 
feet of Breen. McFee whirled just as 
Breen’s flashlight clattered to the floor, 
plunging the great empty shell into dark- 
ness. 

A spurt of flame blasted Danny MeFee 
sideways, sent him reeling as Breen’s 
slug tore through his shoulder. He heard 
Olga’s scream and steadied with a tre- 
mendous effort, clattering away a few 
steps to draw Breen’s fire out of her di- 
rection, Awkwardly he clutched his auto- 


matic, striving to steady it in the unfa- 
miliar grip of his left hand. His eyes 
were smarting and temporarily blinded 
from bursting flame. If Olga would only 
steal away and give him a clear field, so 
he could shoot it out with the rats. 

Faintness gripped him so suddenly that 
he swayed and dropped hastily to a knee. 
He was conscious of the abrupt silence 
all at once, and wondered desperately if 
he were losing his senses. The automatic 
was getting so heavy that he could hardly 
hold it. And then he heard a slowly re- 
laxed breath in the direction where he 
had last seen Breen. 

Deliberately, forcing his strength, Mc- 
Fee steadied the automatic, finger wav- 
ing on the trigger. He shook his head pet- 
tishly as though to scatter the enveloping 
mist from his eyes. And then, directly 
in front of him, flame belched from the 
floor, and he heard Breen shriek above 
the deafening report and the thud of his 
falling body. 

“You lousy double-crosser,” Digger 
Charlie’s voice whispered. “You’ve had 
it coming for a long time. And you ain’t 
the only one.” 

Danny kept a trancelike quiet, eyes 
boring through the darkness, ears strain- 
ing to catch the sound of Digger Charlie’s 
rising body. He prayed silently that Olga 
had escaped, knew in his heart that she 
was still waiting. And apparently the 
third man was waiting, too—waiting for 
Danny’s fire to give away his position, 

Mind and body tortured, Danny tried 
to think. But it was like trying to think 
himself out of a tomb. His mind should 
have been concentrated on the two blood- 
hungry gangsters. Instead, it was tor- 
turing itself with images of Olga, who 
should have been trying to escape. 

Suddenly a light stabbed out of the 
darkness on his left, a tiny button of 
light that filled the great shell with eerie 
shadows, but etched the crouched figure 
and snarling face-of Digger Charlie, auto- 
matic pointing—and just back of him, his 

McFee’s-gun spat lead, even as Digger 
Charlie whirled to wreak slug vengeance 
upon the owner of that betraying light. 
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The gangster’s squat bulk quivered, 
swayed, pitched to the floor. 

Danny McFee heard Olga’s scream as 
he turned to square accounts with the 
survivor of the crooks. The slim young 
man stood rooted to the spot near the 
trapdoor. His face was ghastly in the 
dim light. But he did not move, even when 
Danny’s gun menaced him. 

With a swish of skirts that distracted 
Danny’s attention, Olga threw herself in 
front of the gangster, holding the glare 
of her tiny flashlight in Danny’s eyes. 
And then, abruptly, Danny’s vision 
cleared, and the snarl in his throat 
turned to a creak of anguish. He realized 
that he was sick—-sick to death. 


HE crashing entrance of the police 
drowned out Olga’s heart-broken 
words, but in the glare of their powerful 
light Danny could see her lips moving. 
And when Danny fell, he didn’t know 
whether Olga’s arms were around him, or 
those of the chief. He only knew that his 
head was cradled against something 
tremulous and soft. 
The chief bent to catch his words, tried 
to grin understandingly. 
“Olga’s brother—helped me—saved my 


life. Don’t mix him up with — this. 
Chief—” 

The chief leaned over him, face drawn. 

“Yes, Danny boy?” 

“Go to hell!” Danny whispered—and 
slumped.... 

An hour later, his shoulder probed and 
bandaged, Danny leaned against the 
cushions of his white, iron bed and tried 
to smoke a cigarette. The nurse glanced 
at Olga’s tear-wet face again and hastily 
left the room. Olga walked over to gaze 
down at him, timidly, adoringly. 

“Danny, darling—how long have you 
known about—about my brother? I tried 
so hard to keep it from you, to save you 
trouble—and tried so hard to save him 
from Digger Charlie. He promised to let 
Larry alone, if I’d tell him all I knew 
about the police. Oh, Danny, I never 
meant to deceive you; I only wanted to 
save him.” 

Danny’s eyes squinted painfully. Slow- 
ly he released a long held breath. He 
groped for her hand. 

“Tf I’m dreaming, sweetheart, don’t 
wake me up. If I’m not, just remind me 
tomorrow that I’m the luckiest fool that 
ever saw red, And now, I’m going to sleep. 
That seems to be the only time I do any 
thinking—when I’m passing out.” 
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T all happened one time in the Hub 
because of Abigail Hepplethwaite 
who is a quaint old doll living in 

Back Bay. Abigail could easily balance 
the U. S. A. budget if it came to a crisis 
and still have enough rocks left over to 
build another wall around China. Me and 
Snooty Piper are well acquainted with 
the opulent old girl as we have crossed 
her path quite frequently in our very 
feverish pursuit of news for Mr. Gumpy 
who owns the Evening Star. 

One day, without any warning, Abigail 
decides to organize the women of Bean- 
town to suppress crime at its very roots 


A shady citizen drops a TNT bomb on Abigail's tepee—demolishing a 
first-rate garden and a second-rate gardener. And Iron Jaw rushes out 
to make a pinch. But Snooty and Scoop, crackpot newshawks, 
read the funny papers for a dizzy clue. 


Ip 


which, of course, means the young citizen 
body of the metropolis. Consequently, 
Abigail steps on the pedal digits of many 
taxpayers when she makes her first 
speech in the Copley Plaza. Me and 
Snooty Piper attend the first important 
meeting of the Hepplethwaite Society of 
Crime Prevention, and Mr. Guppy says it 
is a very wonderful work she is doing 
and for us to cooperate in every way. 

“First,” Snooty says, “Iron Jaw 
O’Shaughnessy should be discharged. 
Crime would then be reduced seventy- 
five per cent. I will suggest that to 
Abigail.” 
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“You keep your traps shut at that 
meeting,” Dogface, our city editor, blasts 
at us. “I do not understand Mr. Guppy 
sometimes. He would send a wolf out to 
hunt for a lost lamb.” 

“I must remind you,” Snooty says loft- 
ily, “that Abigail asked that no other 
journalists but me and Scoop be at the 
meeting. Now play that one on your 
zither. Come on, Scoop.” 

It is quite a gathering in the Copley 
Plaza. Abigail makes a very potent speech 
that does not spare some very respected 
citizens to say the least. 

“I will not waste time dolling up the 
King’s English,” she chirps, waving her 
lorgnette around like she is warding off 
gnats. “We will start right in to discuss 
the causes of juvenile delinquency. What 
is the reason for the overcrowding of the 
reform schools? I got the liver scared out 
of me only yesterday afternoon. I came 
out of my front gate and fell over three 
kids tossing the galloping dominoes, I 
pick myself up and one says for me to 
beat it you old antique or we will put a 
finger on you. Imagine it? Galloping 
dominoes—” 

“Wha-a-a-t?” a very haughty blue- 
blooded dame interrupts. 

“Dice to you,” Abigail glowers. “Don’t 
you ever read? Stop interrupting. I’m 
running this meeting.” 

“Ha, ha,” laughs Snooty and I kick him 
in the shins. 

“That’s what starts the young genera- 
tion on a career of crime,” Abigail goes 
on. “They sell the kids dice, playing cards 
and roulette wheels on their way home 
from Sunday school. They play cops and 
robbers and nobody wants to be the cop. 
Oh PII put a stop to this! Pll stop those 
movies from letting the potential tax 
payers in blouses see movies of gang 
molls and choppers. Then there’s the 
newspaper that comes into our best 
homes. The Evening Star. Mr. Guppy 
will hear from me, I will wash up every 
bit of advertising he gets if he doesn’t 
toss out two of those so-called comic 
strips he runs. Pick up an Evening Star 
any night, girls—” 

“She would call a tapir a field mouse,” 
Snooty whispers. “Girls! Ha—” 


“Piper!” Abigail roars, “One more 
crack out of you, and Pll toss you out on 
your ear.” 

All is quiet and the old girl goes on: 
“That strip I mean is called ‘Hot Spots 
in the Lives of Public Enemies.’ It is a 
disgrace. What is the matter with depict- 
ing the lives of honest citizens? No! Mr. 
Guppy knows the kids go for that tripe 
because they get a kick out of seeing 
guns going off and knocking off honest 
citizens. I will personally see to it that 
Mr. Guppy throws out that other thing 
he calls a comic strip. ‘Guttersnipe Ger- 
tie!’ All about a gangster’s moll who 
starts hitting cops with slingshots when 
she is only six years old. It is a disgrace. 
No wonder a lot of citizens who have not 
yet even voted are ready for the hot 
squat, ladies.” 


E and Snooty see a lot of the very 

rich dames looking at each other 
like what they have heard is all over 
their noggins. But Abigail is not daunted. 
She says she will have every hock shop 
in Beantown fine-combed for gats so that 
rough characters cannot get them to rub 
out honest tax payers. She will have 
every neighborhood movie censored too, 
she says, before the little citizens can 
get a gander at them. 

“Mr. Guppy is going to be quite burned 
up with all this,” Snooty observes to me. 
“Gertie is a very good circulation bet 
anyway you look at her. I will miss it. 
J—er—I mean it will give us lower 
stipends, I imagine.” 

“Wait until the howls start,” I says. 
“Abigail has started something quite as 
bad as anything could be.” 

“T will build club houses out of my own 
pocket if I have to,” the old dame goes on, 
“To keep the coming generation out of 
junk yard huts and gutters. I intend to 
stamp out crime among the juveniles if 
it puts me in the poorhouse, Are you with 
me, ladies of the Hepplethwaite Society 
of Crime Prevention?” 

All the old girls nod, and it is a good 
bet that if any one of them did not, 
Abigail would have made a “yes woman” 
out of her with a buffet from her 
lorgnette in very short order. The meet- 
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ing adjourns and me and Snooty go up 
to the rostrum to chat with Abigail. 

“Well, boys,” she chortles, “was that 
hot enough for you? Guppy will be in a 
strait-jacket by midnight, ha ha,” 

“I would give up the limousine and 
buy an army tank to go shopping in if 
I was you,” Snooty says, “I imagine cer- 
tain tax payers would go to any end to 
render you defunct, Ab—er—Miss Hep- 
plethwaite.” 

“They will have to use dynamite,” the 
old girl snorts. “In my time I’ve fallen 
six stories to a cement sidewalk; stepped 
in front of a truck once and helped to 
carry the driver to the hospital. I stayed 
under water for twenty minutes when 
I fell off a bridge some years back, but 
they brought me around all right, What 
could hurt me?” 

It is quite a laugh me and Snooty have 
with Abigail, and then she takes us 
where we want to go without us even 
saying where to put us off, The limousine 
stops at the Greek’s, 

“How did you guess we were goin’ 
here?” Snooty asks her, 

“Would I have to be smart to know that 
a cat would like to go to a fish market?” 
the snappy old dame chirps. “Hurry up, 
boys, and get out. I have just time enough 
to get to the Old Howard. Write up what 
I said and don’t spare the horses, will 
you?” 

“She is quite a character, isn’t she, 
Scoop?” Snooty says to me. “I can’t wait 
until Mr. Guppy reads what we write.” 

It is two hours later that we turn in 
our copy, and who is pacing around very 
nervously waiting to read it but Mr. 
Guppy as well as Dogface Woolsey. 

“Great old girl—Abigail,” Mr. Guppy 
chirps as we hand the stint to him, “Yes- 
sir, Abigail is one in a million. Heart of 
gold—shows you the regard she has for 
me. No other reporters allowed to—er— 
what’s this, Piper!” he suddenly trum- 
pets. “Look here, Binney, is this a joke? 
Well—by—you're fired! Get out of here 
Ss 

“Keep your camisole on,” Snooty tosses 
at the owner-of the Evening Star. “H you 
think we’re kidding, eall up Abigail Hep- 
plethwaite. Go on, I dare you. Ha, we 


have reported her speech word for word, 
Mr. Guppy, and that is what we were 
hired to do. Just pick up the ’phone—” 


R. GUPPY does what Snooty dares 

him to do, and in just two minutes 
he throws the thing against the wall and 
goes into a violent rhumba. 

“She can’t do this to me!” he howls. 
“She says she’ll hand me plenty more if 
I don’t toss out those comic strips, Wool- 
sey. Why, Guttersnipe Gertie is—why, 
we'd lose twenty thousand readers over 
night! And the gangster stuff—they’re 
howling for it. It’s a dirty trick! Why 
that old war horse, that shriveled up 
human pecan, [’Il—” 

“Great old girl,” Snooty mumbles, 
“one in a million, Scoop. Salt of the 
earth—” 

Mr. Guppy gets very ugly about it all, 
and he and Dogface Woolsey chase us out 
of the city room and clear down the street. 
We pause for breath near a hydrant on 
Cornhill and who happens along but a 
very large citizen wearing a derby hat 
that looks too small for his noodle al- 
though we are sure it would hold three 
pecks of potatoes. It is Iron Jaw 
O’Shaughnessy, who is on the payroll of 
The Hub as a detective which makes him 
liable any minute to apprehension as a 
citizen who is obtaining legal tender un- 
der false pretenses. Iron Jaw could not 
find a pachyderm’s footprints if it walked 
across Fenway Park in a foot of snow. 

“Good evening, Iron Jaw,” Snooty says. 
“Your licorice seems to be on fire.” 

“Why, that is his cigar,” I says, “He 
does not even waste the ashes as when 
the rope burns down as far as his teeth, 
he just rubs the residue over them and 
thus saves toothpaste. You are very 
thrifty, aren’t you, Iron Jaw—even when 
it comes to catching criminals?” 

“Don’t get wise, blubbermouths,” the 
flatfoot bellows. “What I want is the low- 
down on the Hepplethwaite dame. What’s 
she doin’ buttin’ in on us to stop crime, 
huh? Oh, I heard you were the only type 
lice there.” 

“Why it seems that Abigail is getting 
impatient with such law enforcers as you, 
Iron Jaw,” Snooty explains. “There was 
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one part of her speech that I bet was 
meant only for you. It was about raising 
your pay.” 

“Yeah? Well, I knew Fd get what I 
was worth some day,” Iron Jaw beams. 
“Well, well.” 

“Uh huh,” Snooty nods solemnly. “She 
says you are worth twice your pay if 
they will only lock you up every time 
there is a case to be solved.” 

The pavement massager’s derby pops 
off his big noggin and bangs down onto 
it again. We are both running when he 
picks up the ashcan and lifts it over his 
dome to toss it at us. The lid comes off 
and Iron Jaw stands there while the ac- 
cumulated trash of many hours cascades 
down over his big carcass. We leave him 
in quite a mess. 

It is the next day that all the citizens 
who have been stepped on by Abigail’s 
speech start howling indignantly through 
the columns of the fourth estate. News- 
papers, hock shop magnates, and flicker 
tycoons of The Hub are very testy re- 
garding the old girl to say the least. 
Everybedy is going to sue her and Abi- 
gail comes right back and says to get 
ready to meet her mouthpieces in any 
court that is open. 

“I will fight to my last sou,” she con- 
cludes via all the journals. “I will show 
certain citizens that I am no pushover 
and mean what I say. When you kill ants, 
you have to mash their eggs too. That is 
the way I intend to beat the tough boys 
in Boston. Abigail Hepplethwaite chal- 
lenges the underworld and the citizens 
who aid and abet the development of 
future hot squat fodder. If Mr. Oswald 
Guppy and other honest taxpayers got 
their tootsies trodden on, let them clean 
up their own houses before they start 
bellyaching about the dirt handed out by 
the rough characters.” 

-“Boys,” Snooty says, “they’re screwy 
to put up their dukes with Abigail, Look, 
it says here that the citizens are already 
campaigning with the old doll and that 
the women:are going to boycott the sales 
of tin heaters and such. They will also 
stop reading the journals that coun- 
tenance such alleged comic strips as Gut- 


tersnipe Gertie, etcetera. Abbie is sittin’ 
on a powder keg, don’t you think?” 

“I will make a bet that the old girl 
won’t be the one who goes up in the air,” 
I says. “But I would just as soon not call 
on her for the next few days, Snooty. I 
hear she is putting in safety glass all 
around in the windows of her hut.” 

“Well, it is going to be fun, ha ha,” 
Snooty chuckles. “I think I will go out 
and see her in a day or so.” 

“That shows good sense,” I counter 
with extreme sarcasm. “You would go 
into Spain and try to sell Soviet linen to 
the Spaniards who are trying to get into 
Madrid. Well, you will go alone, you 
hear?” 


T is just then that Snooty gives me 
the office to lock up the old larynx as 
two rough citizens have just come into 
the grog shop and are sitting in the 
booth back of us. One of the uncouth 
boys start getting a load of very vitriolic 
adjectives anent Abigail off his chest and 
it is a cinch to us now that the old girl 
has stirred up a nest of worry for herself. 
“The noive of the old screwball,” a 
tough character grinds out, “What is the 
underwoild goin’ to do fer recroots, huh, 
Fish Mouth? Who’s goin’ to case the 
joints fer us an’ who’s goin’ tuh steal 
tires for our boilers? That dame will have 
all the young brats in clubhouses an’ she 
will buy ’em baseball suits an’ stuff. We 


-ain’t got a chance, see?” 


“Yeah. It is only a couple hours ago I 
lose two kids I been teachin’ my business 
to. Liftin’ autos. Spike, we gotta do 
somethin’,” 

“A guy don’t git a chance to make a 
livin’ without some blue-nosed old doll 
hornin’ in. Maybe we ought to give her 
the woiks.” 

“Nah. She owns dis boig, Mayor and 
all. That’s too risky.” 

“Cut it. I tink dere’s two newspaper 
slugs in here,” one of the rough charac- 
ters says. 

“Come on, Mr. Binney,” Snooty says. 
“We'd better get back to the tannery and 
smoke some more hides, don’t you think?” 
The crackpot winks at me as we ankle 
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out. Sometime Snooty forgets and uses 
his dome. 

It is the fourth day after that that we 
both argue with a flunkey at Abigail’s 
gate. I only wish I knew what is the hold 
Snooty Piper has over me. 

“Don’t bandy words with me, my man,” 
Snooty blats when the menial citizen re- 
fuses to let us get even a smell at the 
front door of the swanky tepee. “You are 
talking to G-men, understand?” 

“H-huh?” 

“Yeah, and here’s my badge. Take a 
good look and admit us at once,” Snooty 
yips. 

“Well—er—mistakes will h-happen,” 
the gink says, 

“Snooty Piper,” I husk, “I will ask you 
just once more to throw that badge into 
the Charles River. If you don’t, PI 
squeeze all the air out of your lungs via 
your neck, you—” 

“Shut up, Scoop. I have a feeling Abi- 
gail is in grave peril. Look—there is a 
plane overhead. It—” 

Blam! Bla-a-a-a-a-a-am! It is no 
Fourth of July torpedo that goes off. Me 
and Snooty and Abigail’s flunkey flatten 
out against the sod like dried otter pelts, 
and the whole Hepplethwaite estate 
shakes like a dish of jello toted by a 
waiter with the jitters. Pieces of real es- 
tate, parts of trees, and big chunks of 
an ell of Abigail’s house rain down upon 
us; and Snooty Piper has even got a gold- 
fish wriggling down inside his vest when 
we open our eyes. 

“Somethin’ blew up,” I gasp, quite 
gaga. “I told—you—that—Abigail—” 

“It was the plane,” Snooty gulps. 
“Droppin’ bombs. Look, there’s a little 
parachute comin’ down! Hurry, we must 
get to Abigail.” 

We run toward the big shack and out 
of the front door bursts Abigail with 
some fire tongs in her hands. The old doll 
is quite indignant about the mess they 
have made of her backyard. 

“The dirty crooks!” she fumes, “If 
they washed up my begonias, I will track 
them to the ends of the earth. Come on, 
boys, let’s look at the damage.” 


AMAGE is not the word for it. It 
is ruin in any language, There is a 
hole in Abigail’s backyard big enough for 
Iron Jaw O’Shaughnessy and three police 
forces to hide in. Her fish pond has been 
splashed all over the landscape and all 
kinds of tropical fish are practicing the 
crawl stroke on dry land. Half of the 
Hepplethwaite rock garden is chewed up, 
and a corner of the swanky palace looks 
quite as if a steam roller had dropped 
through it. There is a wild-eyed bosco 
sitting in the ruins holding onto his dome 
and Abigail says it is a new houseman 
she hired. 

He gets up and says to the old doll: “I 
would like my wages, if you don’t mind. I 
don’t care for it here.” 

Now it is not very funny even if Snooty 
Piper does laugh, because quite close to 
the addled citizen is a male garden tender 
who has tended his last garden. He is 
unquestionably defunct due to having 
been nudged on the noggin by a piece of 
masonry that would have plugged up the 
Straits of Gibraltar. 

“It is murder,” Abigail screeches, “Call 
the police! Oh, somebody will sweat for 
this. Piper, get busy. Go inside and call 
up somebody.” 

“Look,” I says, “hanging from that 
tree. It is a message the tough character 
dropped.” I run over and get the para- 
chute and there is a big iron bolt hanging 
to the ropes of it. Around the bolt is tied 
a note, and I bring the whole works over 
to Abigail. In a couple of seconds she is 
reading the billet doux to us. 

“Now I am mad,” she tosses out sud- 
denly. “The dirty—” 

“I should think you would be,” I offer. 
“The high-flying criminal did more than 
just dig up a divot here.” 

“Listen,” Abigail says when Snooty 
gets back. “It says ‘Lay off, you old battle 
axe, or the next time we will get really 
rough!’” 

“It is because of your crusade, all 
right,” Snooty divines, “Well, the police 
are on their way post haste, Miss Hepple- 
thwaite. Iron Jaw is accompanying 
them.” 

“Battle axe, am I?” Abigail snorts. 
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TEN DETECTIVE ACES 


“That is too much. If I ever get my hooks 
on that assassin—” 

There is not much to be done until the 
gendarmes arrive but help put goldfish 
back into what is left of the pond. After 
launching a gasping fish or two, Snooty 
Piper asks to see the note. He looks it 
over quite thoroughly as if he really 
thought he was a detective. 

“I suppose you know who did it,” the 
old girl says with sarcasm. 

“I might have a good idea,” he retorts 
just as two carloads of big policemen 
arrive. 

Iron Jaw gets out and takes a gander 
at the shambles. “Looks like you had an 
explosion, Miss,” he says. 

“Ha ha,” the moneyed dame says, “the 
houseman was smoking a loaded cigar, 
O’Shaughnessy. It is really nothing at all. 
What do you think?” 

“What're you two mush-faces doin’ 
here?” the big flatfoot bays as he catches 
sight of us. “How did you get here so 
sudden?” 

“The stork brought us,” Snooty comes 
back. “Don’t you think you should look 
around?” 

“Any footprints?” the slewfoot asks. 

“The criminal would have to be quite 
long-legged, chump,” Abigail snaps, “He 
was in an airplane, Iron Jaw. That ought 
to be over your head, oughtn’t it?” 

“What’s that you’ve got, Piper?” Iron 
Jaw trumpets while he looks at the de- 
funct flunkey. “Hand it over. I have told 
you enough times now to keep your mitts 


off evidence. Give it here!” 


“Why of course,” Snooty says airily. 
“T was keeping it for you, Iron Jaw.” 

“Ha-a-ah!” the flatfoot explodes. “It’s 
covered with fingerprints. The guy is as 
good as in the can already.” 

“Piper did not handle the letter with 
his feet,” Abigail remarks, : 


HE big detective gets very tempera- 

mental then and takes off his derby 
and planks it down on part of the ruins. 
He swears he will have Snooty arrested 
for aiding and abetting a criminal to 
escape justice, and then he slips on a 
goldfish and does quite a back flop. When 
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he gets up, Abigail tells him to please 
stop clowning as he is killing her. 

“Yeah? Well, who left this hat here?” 
Iron Jaw trumpets. “Everybody has his 
on, This one fell out of the plane and—” 

“That is your own derby,” Abigail tells 
him, “You put it there just a minute ago. 
How could you mistake that soup kettle, 
huh?” 

Iron Jaw is really no good to anybody 
for the next few minutes. When he stops 
pawing at his pan, he suddenly spots the 
parachute. He grabs at it and looks it 
over very thoroughly. Suddenly the over- 
stuffed man-tracker ejaculates with much 
zeal. 

“Im dumb, huh?” he rumbles. “Well, 
I will show you smart crackers, I will 
make an arrest before nightfall.” 

“I can keep a secret,” Abigail whispers. 
“What did you find?” 

“Read the papers,” Iron Jaw snaps and 
stamps away shoving the ’chute into his 
pocket. “Take care of the remains, boys. 
Well, you galley slaves you,” he says to 
us, “this is one time I will beat you to 
the handshakes, ha ha! I can feel ser- 
geant’s stripes on my sleeve now.” 

“T will make a bet it will only be gravy 
stains,” Snooty argues. “Scoop, I wonder 
did we miss anything?” 

“It could happen. I missed a train 
once,” I says. 

“Well, Miss Hepplethwaite,” Snooty 
says, ignoring me. “I am afraid there is 
nothing Scoop Binney and I can do. We 
will be seein’ you. We’ve got to rush in 
our story of the blast edition, ha ha. Get 
it?” 

“I am afraid so,” Abigail counters. 
“Excuse me as I must call up some car- 
penters and landscape gardeners. And 
you can tell the public I have just begun 
to fight.” 

“She has more moxie than a champion 
duke swinger, Snooty,” I marvel as we 
ankle away. 

Snooty and I go to the Greek’s and 
stay there until the late afternoon edi- 
tions come out. Right on the front page 
of the Evening Star is a headline that 
would scare hair out of a fish. “Cinema 
owner held for murder,” it screeches. 
“Detective O’Shaughnessy of the Boston 
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* STRANGEST 





police force arrests J. Limpid Squeamish 
as alleged perpetrator of air raid on Hep- 
plethwaite mansion. Clue on parachute 
leads to Squeamish door.” The story goes 
on to say that Iron Jaw discovered that 
the striped cloth used for the ’chute had 
been taken off the back of one of the seats 
in the Paradox cinema in Chelsea. Iron 
Jaw went on to say that he had attended 
Mr. Squeamish’s theatre regularly and 
that Mr. Squeamish specialized in gang- 
ster pictures. It says further that Iron 
Jaw is putting Squeamish through a very 
gruelling third degree and promises to 
either wring a confession out of him by 
nightfall or wring his neck. Squeamish 
denies any knowledge of the air raid and 
says flatly that he hired no one to drop 
the high-charged egg down on Abigail’s 
manor. He admits movie ticket sales have 
dropped off to an alarming degree, but 
he claims to have decided to take it even 
if he didn’t like it. He also admits that 
one or two of the cloth coverings on his 
cinema seats have disappeared but could 
not explain why. 

“Looks like the big porpoise has got 
something there,” I says. “Just let’s for- 
get all about it, Snooty. Iron Jaw had to 
do something right for once. Squeamish 
must have hired a citizen to—” 

Snooty Piper is very aggravating at 
times. He just flips the pages of the news- 
paper over and reads other items of news 
that cannot hold a candle to the Hepple- 
thwaite outrage. It is when he is non- 
chalantly reading the latest exploit of 
Guttersnipe Gertie that I show my irrita- 
tion. “Only a moron would find amuse- 
ment in such a thing,” I says. 


NOOTY acts like I am not there and 

pulls out the letter that was dropped 
by the citizen in the plane. I tell him to 
take it down to headquarters at once as 
that is where evidence belongs. 

“Tron Jaw tossed it away,” the crack- 
pot says, “so I thought I’d—why this is 
very interesting to say the least, Scoop. 
A plane crashed out in Saugus this after- 
noon and the pilot was burnt to e crisp.” 

“Read me some nice axe murders,” I 
sniff. “I’m just dying for a laugh, you 
nitwit.” 
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“We will go out and see the wreck,” 
Snooty says. “I have no end of a hunch. 
It is maybe the plane that serenaded 
Abigail with the TNT.” 

“How many planes are there in the 
U. S.?” I scowl. “Not more than a thou- 
sand at the least.” 

I do not know why, but I accompany 
Snooty out to Saugus where there are 
the remains of a flying wagon in a field. 

“It’s a cinch nobody could ever tell 
what the crate looked like before it 
nudged terra firma,’ Snooty says. “I 
think I will loiter here until nightfall. It 
is very peculiar that no tax payers would 
hear such a crash, and that the citizen 
who flew the crate could pick out such a 
nice landing field to crash on.” 

Two hours later, when we are alone in 
the meadow, Snooty says: “If there is a 
country boneyard near here, Scoop, I 
think I will uncover an amazing plot and 
expose the whole thing to the public. Let’s 
look about.” 

Now we do not have to look very far 
before we walk right in on a rustic bone- 
yard that has several graves covered with 
moss. But there is one stone that is quite 
fresh from the marble works and it is 
jutting out of a fresh mound of dirt. 

“A ghoul has been here,” Snooty says. 
“Maybe last night. We will go to the near- 
est house and ask if a funeral has taken 
place around here of late.” 

“Snooty Piper, come clean,” I says. 
“What is working inside your dome be- 
sides cuckoos?” 

“In due time,” Snooty says as he leads 
me three miles across the fields to a farm- 
house. It is there that we learn that a 
citizen was buried in the boneyard out in 
the bosky dell not more than a week 
previous. 

“That clinches it,” Snooty says. “I will 
have the mug who raided the Hepple- 
thwaite estate inside twenty-four hours.” 


That night Snooty calls up New York 
and asks for a citizen whose name is 
Oscar P. Migley. The name is very vague- 
ly familiar, but at the moment I do not 
catch on. Snooty comes out of the booth 
and says that Oscar is in Boston for a 
spell and is staying at the Statler. 


“Tt all ties up,” the green-suited news- 


A SNITCH IN TIME 
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hound says to me. “We will call on 
Oscar.” 

“How about calling in some good gen- 
darmes to accompany us, Snooty?” I ask. 
“After all it is not Shirley Temple we 
are dealing with, is it?” 

“Oscar should prove very harmless,” 
Snooty says. “He is not the criminal type, 
but desperation drove him to such very 
drastic methods. Squeamish will be suing 
Iron Jaw in very few hours. Follow me!” 


DO and not twenty minutes later we 

are admitted to a room in the Statler 
Hotel. A bosco is sitting in a corner with 
a drawing board propped up in his lap 
and I take one gander at the drawings he 
is making and let out a squeak. It is 
Oscar Migley who draws Guttersnipe 
Gertie, and it seems to me that he is not 
quite up to form at the moment as his 
lunch-hooks are quite jittery. 

“Good evening,” he says. “I suppose 
you want my autograph?” 

“No,” Snooty says, “but the police 
force does, Oscar. The game is up. You 
had better come along quietly—” 

“Huh?” Oscar’s pen falls into his lap, 
and then the comic artist picks up the 
drawing board and tries to puncture it 
with Snooty’s noggin. I bang him over 
the scalp with a steel T-square, and Oscar 
folds up like a camp stool and lets out a 
very tired sigh. 

“He is not a criminal type,” Snooty 
says. “You notice he gave up without a 
struggle.” 

“I would not like to tangle up with 
Oscar when he was mad, then,” I says. 
“How did you do it, Snooty?” 

“Oh, it was quite simple,” he says. “I 
knew it was Oscar when I read the letter 
he dropped down for Abigail. Now you 
notice that when most of the funny citi- 
zens draw their strip for the day they 
put a date in the corner of one of the 
panels? In India ink, Scoop. Now look at 
the latter here. On the back of it is a 
line that looks like a C and right under 
it is the date 6-26. Now Oscar placed that 
paper over his daily stint while he was 
planning the surprise for Abigail. He 
thought it was thoroughly dried, but the 
toe of Gertie’s gangster boy friend made 
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the mark that looked like a C. All we 
have to do is wait until the strip comes 
out dated 6-26 which is a month from 
now as the cartoonists are always a 
month or so ahead in their work. The im- 
print on the back of the warning message 
should fit.” 

I sit down and hold my dome in my 
hands. Oscar Migley comes to and gets 
very contrite and says it was he who did 
it all right. 

“The old battle axe was ruining my 
career,” he moans. “The papers were 
starting to cancel on me, and I could see 
a thousand per flying out of my window. 
So I figured I would put a scare into the 
old girl and cooked everything up with a 
friend of mine who owned a crate up 
here. That guy that was burned up in 
the ship was dead before—ah, I must’ve 
been nuts. But we had to figure a way 
to destroy the plane and have the remains 
of a pilot in it. I didn’t figure the fathead 
would rub anybody out. I told him just 
to drop the bomb in back of the house.” 

“Well, I imagine Guttersnipe Gertie is 
washed up,” Snooty says. “Let’s go over 
to talk to the boys at headquarters, Oscar. 
They will want to know your accomplice. 
I imagine he comes from Chelsea, Oscar, 
and attended Mr. Squeamish’s cinema too, 
to get ideas, ha!” 

Oscar does as we tell him. Iron Jaw 
O’Shaughnessey tries to soft soap Mr. 
Squeamish while they release the cinema 
mogul from the cage, but Mr. Squeamish 
cannot see it the flatfoot’s way. He steals 
a night stick from a gendarme’s hand 
and breaks it over the big snooping citi- 
zen’s cocoa, 

“Ha ha,” laughs Oscar, “if I could only 
put that in a strip! When I get out I will 
know a new character to start over with. 
I will call the strip ‘Satchelfoot, the great 
Defective!’ How long do you think I will 
get, boys?” 

“Well, the sentence I’d guess at,” 
Snooty says, “won’t see a period at the 
end of it for ten years. Come on, Scoop. 
We must go and report to Mr. Guppy. It 
is very lucky for Abigail that Oscar was 
not a real criminal type, isn’t it?” 

What is the use? Snooty will never get 
very bright I am afraid. 
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